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FISH ... GAME... THRILLS... FUN 


Yow ll find them all in 


LEON COUNTY 


Afield or afloat .. . in hammock, glade, river or lake .. . there’s 
high adventure, rich, satisfying sporting experience waiting for 
you here. 


Meet fighting bass that have licked some good fishermen; test 
your cunning against mossy-backed bait thieves that have lived 
almost as long as you have; talk turkey, if you like, but make ‘em 
believe it’s turkey sep tbie cca duck dc : 
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wee . a friendly city... 


you'lkalways want to return to. 
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WITH PLEASURE 
It is with pleasure that I forward my sub- 
scription to FLORIDA WILDLIFE, as I 
believe this to be one of the finest invest- 
ments that the sportsman could make. We 
in New Jersey have a like service rendered 
by our Fish and Game Commission for the 
very nominal sum of $1.00. Thru this me- 
dium, the sportsmen are acquainted with 
activities of clubs, county and state organi- 
zations, as well as being aware of what has 
been accomplished in the past, what is be- 
ing done on current programs, and what 
projects are being set up for future consid- 
eration. Thru the news and _ information 
distributed by your magazine, the sports- 
men have an opportunity for closer coopera- 
tion with the fish and game authorities, as 
well as having united action on fish and 
game legislation. You are assisting ably in 
promotion of various phases of sportsmen’s 
activities . . . plus the education of those 
who hunt and fish to be True Sportsmen. 
May your personnel be blessed with good 

health and inspiration to carry on the great 
work in order that our younger generation 
may enjoy the outdoors as have we “old 
sports.” 

EDWIN I. LEAYCRAFT 

Sec’y. Brd. of Directors 

New Jersey State Federation 

of Sportsmen’s Clubs. 


STEAMBOAT MAN 
A friend of mine sent me a copy of your 

magazine and [ think it is great. I am a 
native of your Calhoun County, but I have 
been in Missouri for 22 years. I am a 
Steamship captain on the Missouri River 
for the Corps of Engineers. I plan to re- 
tire in five years, and I am going back to 
Florida to remain the rest of my time. I 
enjoyed reading about Mr. Joe Atkins in 
your magazine (October, 1950). I think he 
is a wonderful man, and have known him 
al! my life. 

CAPT. W. E. SUMMERLIN 

Lexington, Mo. 
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A wildlife argument. This remark- 
able, unposed photo was snapped 
by Wildlife Officer Joe Johnson, of 
Miami, on one of his patrol trips. 








Hooking a shark is one thing and unhooking him another. It must be done carefully not 
to further injure the specimen—or to save a hand. 


By John Dillin 


VER HAVE that question in your 
mind whether that fish survived 
that you had caught and _ then 
released? 
Chances are that it did, whether it 
be a fresh or salt water species. 


A study of a few of the activities 
of the Collecting Department of 
Marine Studios at Marineland will 
help convince you. It is this depart- 
ment that has the responsibility of 
delivering specimens alive to the 
oceanarium. The complications and 
hazards of catching and transporting 
fish for a living exhibition, and 
Marineland’s success in doing so, give 
confidence that our finny tribesmen 
are a mighty hardy clan. 


Probably some of the most interest- 
ing specimens to be caught on hook 
and line and transported to Marine- 
land are the sharks. Giant trot lines 
are used with a heavy chain leader, a 
huge hook and almost any kind of 
bait. 


Since sharks have no true bone 
structure, they cannot be removed 
from the water which holds their 
innards in equilibrium. It is necessary 
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then to tow them on the hook into the 
side of what might be described as a 
giant well. The well actually is a 33- 
foot barge which has air tanks at each 
end to permit its water depths to be 


lowered or raised according to re- 
quirements. Four-inch portholes along 
the sides allow fresh sea. water to 
circulate constantly in the well. The 
sharks are floated into the barge and 
the dangerous task of removing the 
hook is performed. 

It is then a race between life and 
death. The barge is towed by a 28-foot 
sea skiff powered with a 145 h.p. 


Playing wet-nurse for a 
captured shark isn’t a 
picnic but it's necessary 
if he’s to be kept alive 


engine. Since one of the best shark 
fishing grounds is in Matanzas Bay 
directly off St. Augustine, a barge 
with its load of sharks is towed to 
Marineland which is about 20 miles 
water distance. 

The specimens are transferred in a 
giant box filled with fresh sea water, 
raised by crane and lowered into a 
truck which takes it to the ocean- 
arium. It is then hoisted by crane 
again and lowered into the flume 
which connects the giant circular and 
rectangular tanks of Marine Studios. 

Because the shark has put up a 
terrific struggle to free itself when 
hooked, it is still in a shocked and 
exhausted condition. The next step is 
for a diver to enter the flume and 
“walk” the shark in chest-high water. 
This simulates swimming, forcing the 
water through the shark’s gills. In 


Giant trot line, with chain leaders, are used to catch sharks for a living exhibition at 


Marine Studios. 





other words, it is a type of artificial 
respiration. 

When the shark gains sufficient 
strength, it is transferred to the 
circular or rectangular tank. From 
there on, the shark is on its own. 

This is but one of the dozens of 
examples of the problems of bringing 
fish back alive for display at this 
unique attraction. 

There are interesting stories about 
many specimens. For example, when 
deep sea fish such as the black drum 
or red snapper are caught and raised 
to the surface the gases in the swim 
bladder expand tremendously because 
of the decrease in pressure. It is 
necessary, therefore, to insert a needle 
into the swim bladder and allow some 
of the gas to escape. The puncture 
heals in a short time and the fish is 
now equipped to live in the 12 to 18 
feet of water in the Marineland 
oceanarium. 


Most of the small fish such as sea 
trout, grunts, school channel bass and 
other such varieties are caught and 
maintained more easily. These are 
usually taken with hook and line and 
placed in a live well immediately upon 
being caught. They are later placed 
in large tubs for transfer to the 
tanks. 


Those which are caught in South 
Florida, including the Keys, present 
a different problem. When Marine 
Studios was first opened in 1938, it 
was necessary to receive a shipment 
of fish from South Florida once each 
week because of the high mortality 
rate of these more tropical specimens. 
Since the oceanarium is the first of 
its kind, the Collecting and Scientific 
Departments had no knowledge or ex- 
perience in maintaining healthy fish. 
This has been gained over the years 
and now, remarkably enough, it is 
necessary for the Collecting Depart- 
ment to make only four trips to South 
Florida each year. 


While as many as 1,000 specimens 
may be brought back on one trip, some 
trips have been made with only one 
or two fatalities. One of the secrets 
of the department’s success has been 
the rapidity with which the fish are 
brought from the Keys to Marineland. 
Speed is achieved by employing a 
large semi-trailer containing several 
tanks of fresh sea water. This water 
is aerated enroute and is changed 
twice during the 400-mile trip. 

Upon arrival in Marineland, the 
new specimens are allowed to become 
acquainted with their strange en- 
vironment until healthy and wise 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Once a shark is hooked it must not be removed from the water but floated into a well. 
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Many of the sharks need to be ‘’walked” to simulate swimming. It is a type of artificial 
respiration. 


The specimen is then floated into a water-filled bag and transported to the giant 
oceanarium. 








By JACK SHOEMAKER 


Another of a Series Point- 

ing Out the Wealth of 

Hunting and Fishing in 
Florida. 


Hundreds of thousands of persons 
have seen Leon County and the State’s 
Capitol City year after year. Some of 
these people live here. Some are 
tourists. Some are residents of nearby 
towns and cities. But the biggest 
majority in these three classifications 
are sportsmen, particularly anglers 
who return time and time again to 
fish in the nearby rivers, lakes and 
ponds which make Leon County a 
veritable paradise for America’s Izaak 
Waltons. 

It’s been proved that anyone can 
catch the big ones with a cane pole, 
casting rod, fly rod or spinning rod 
in all these waterways particularly 
Lakes Talquin, Iamonia and Jackson, 
the county’s three biggest. There’s 
seldom a day when these havens for 
fishermen aren’t crowded with anglers 
fishing from rowboats or motorboats 
out in the middle, or just using cane 
poles on the shore. 

The yields of the two rivers in this 
area, St. Marks in the southeast sec- 
tion, and the Ochlockonee which runs 
the entire length of the county from 
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There are monster bass in Leon County’s waterways that even the largest hook and 
strongest line wouldn’t turn around. 


the Georgia line to Lake Talquin and 
beyond, are much the same as the 
three main lakes and numerous other 


lakes and sand _ ponds _ scattered 
throughout the 438,400 acres of Leon 
County. 

Recently, Tony Stevens, photog- 


rapher for Florida Wildlife, Doug 
Hopkins, wildlife officer in this area, 
and I went on a prolonged fishing 
trip to take in all the Leon County 
waters. Our hauls proved Leon to be 
a better than°average county for any 
angler. 

We started out early one morning 
to try our luck on the Ochlockonee 
River just south of the Lake Talquin 
dam. We rented a boat and cruised to 
the dam spillways. We didn’t have to 
wait long before Lady Luck visited 
us. That morning the fish seemed to 
be hitting everything we threw at 
them. We caught some fairly small 
bass, 2 to 3 pounds each, and then 


Tony hit a big one. 

With an experienced hand he played 
the fish carefully for a full five 
minutes, letting him run in and out 
but keeping a tight line all the time. 
Finally, after numerous jumps and 
dives, the big fellow tired and Tony 
slowly reeled him in to the boat. Doug 
reached over and picked up a 6% 
pound beauty. Tony had hooked him 
on a 2000 spot, while the lures we used 
for the other bass included the Lucky 
18, Dalton Special, Johnson spoons 
and Hawaiian Wigglers. 

Tony: and I were primarily inter- 
ested in bass. But not so with Doug. 
He used his rod and reel as a regular 
fishing pole, and landed quite a few 
bluegills and red bellies. He used 
what most natives around here call 
the best bait in the world: catawba 
worms, little black and green buggers 
that are cinches for catching the limit 
of panfish. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


Soon, we neared our limit and de- 
cided to call it quits. Upon returning 
to Tallahassee, we made plans to fish 
Lake Talquin with cane poles the fol- 
lowing day to try for a mess of 
bream. 

Shortly after we got into our boat 
the following morning, we noticed a 
number of lights all along the lake 
shore. These were anglers just ar- 
riving. The season for the best bream 
fishing is from April until summer 
and we were right in the midst of it. 
Off we went to a certain section of 
the lake that had “lots of bream” 
according to Doug. Sure enough we 
started pulling them in! Fishing over 
a sandy bottom, adjusting our floats 
for a 12-foot depth, and using earth- 
worms and catawbas for bait, we soon 
filled our stringers. 

After docking the boat, we visited 
various camps on the lake inquiring 
about business and fishing in general. 
Both, we found, were good. One of 
the operators told us that he had 
rented more boats since April of this 
year than in all of 1949 and 1950. 
The reason for this, he added, was 
the hyacinth eradication program 
which had met with high success on 
Talquin. Another boasted that “‘Leon’s 
sport fishing is a magnetic attraction 
to visitors from scores of Florida 
counties and many other states.” 

This we already knew for we 
noticed scores of out-of-state cars 
and a hundred or so boats on the lake. 
We noticed particularly numerous 
fly-rod anglers. Their creels, bulging 
with fish, told of their prowess more 
than any statements. We learned from 
talking with them that any fly re- 
sembling the black and green of a 
catawba worm was just a mite short 
of dynamite. 





A Leon County hunter follows the trail of 
game birds. 
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a cane pole and a No. 6 bream hook in Lake Jackson. 


Talquin has the reputation of being 
one of the best places in the county 
for fishing enthusiasts, and its 11,500 
acres of water hold thousands and 
thousands of bass, bream,  shell- 
crackers, speckled perch, stump- 
knockers and others. Once a fish bed 
is found, they start biting contin- 
uously. It is estimated that hundreds 
of acres of the lake have never been 
fished, so the future seems bright for 
those following the sport on Talquin. 

Bass fishing is best from April to 
June, but large numbers are caught 
all year long. The same can be said 
for bream and they make experts out 
of amateurs from May until the end 
of August. A group of fellows went 
out July 4 and pulled in 65 bream just 
as fast as they could throw their lines 
overboard. 

In the late 1920’s, just before the 
dam was constructed, shad came up 
the Ochlockonee River from the Gulf 
of Mexico to spawn. They were 
trapped in the lake after the dam was 
built. Every year since then, in late 
fall and early winter, the shad start 
schooling and Mr. and Mrs. Black 


Bass need never leave their home for 
their meals are found on their very 
doorstep. At this time of the year, a 
bright spoon, with or without pork 
rind, and with or without bright- 
colored skirts, enables the angler to 
bring home the limit almost every 
time. 

A couple recently caught 48 crappie 
in the Ochlockonee on live and dead 
minnows in less than two hours for a 
string weighing 43 pounds, and a 
woman caught a 46% pound drumfish 
there last fall. These are all examples 
of good fishing conditions. From 
Georgia down to Talquin, the river is 
a series of sand bars and deep holes. 
The natives are quick to admit that 
the holes are highlights of excellent 
angling with good catches being re- 
corded practically every day. One of 
the best stretches of the Ochlockonee 
is between the old Quincy Highway 
and the new Quincy Highway. Many 
anglers have launched their boats at 
the old road and traveled down to the 
new road, fishing all the while with 
amazing luck. 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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RT CARHART’S article in _ last 

month’s issue of this magazine 
concerning the size of the business 
underwritten in the U. 8S. each year 
by hunting and fishing was amazing 
to many folks as was proven by the 
letters and comments received by the 
Editor. But it is even more astonish- 
ing to consider the same subject as 
it relates to our own state. 

Would you, for instance, believe 
that the total loss of all our hunting 
and fishing in this state would mean 
a financial set-back to every man, 
woman and child of approximately 
$335.00 each year? 

As amazing and unbelievable as 
this figure is, my research has estab- 
lished it as being as accurate as it is 
possible to come in a case like this, 
and shows that it is ultra-conserva- 
tive if anything. 

Carhart’s figures would indicate 


that the end of all fishing and hunt- 


ing activities in the U. S. would mean 
the loss of about $62 each year for 
every person in the country, Can I, 


then, justify my figure which would 


indicate that the sports are five times 
as valuable to Floridians as is the 
national average? 

A little arithmetic will probably al- 
ready have shown you that the indi- 
vidual Florida loss, according to my 
figures, would indicate that our an- 
nual business based on hunting and 
fishing is roughly one-tenth of the 
total for the whole country. Again, 
you might ask if I can justify that. 

You might go further and say that: 


these figures would indicate that 
hunting and fishing is not only our 
largest business, but also nearly 30 
per cent of our total income! Can I 
justify that? 

In brief, you may say, “Carhart 
made some astonishing statements, 
but he went on to prove them fairly 
effectively. However, now you come 
along and claim one-tenth of the to- 
tal national business for Florida and 
say that it is five times more import- 
ant and valuable to us than it is to 
the average American! That’s just too 
much!” 

But let’s take a look at the figures. 
We'll use the same system that Car- 
hart used, and some of his figures, 
for we concede that he has done a 
lot of research and has been conser- 
vative all the way through. We want 
to point out that we are going to be 
conservative too, ultra-conservative in 
fact. 


We are, for instance, going to ac- 
cept Carhart’s figure of $400 for the 
average annual expenditure of a 
hunter or a fisherman. We admit 
that it is low, but we’re going to stay 
low, remember! We are, however, go0- 
ing to back up that figure a bit 
though for the benefit of any possible 
doubting Thomases. 

Back when I first started talking 
this stuff, I was addressing a group 
of some 150 business men in the City 
of Winter Haven. When I said “$400 
per year average,” one man jumped 
to his feet and protested the figure. 
He said that he thought he was an 
average fisherman and hunter and 
he didn’t spend anywhere near that 
amount. So we asked him to start 
listing his equipment and his trips 
for the past year. 

He suddenly sat down again before 
he had even finished listing the 
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equipment after he suddenly realized 
that he had spent more than $400 for 
fishing tackle alone! 

We asked him to continue though, 
so that we might establish a figure 
in his case. He refused on the grounds 
that if he did, the figure would surely 
be so high that he would have to 
stop part at least, of his activities 
and would no longer enjoy what he 
did do! 

Then there is the case of my own 
brother who is an average Joe. He is 
married, has five children and is a 
machinist, first-class. That means he 
has about an average income. On Sat- 
‘urdays and Sundays he and his wife 
are pretty apt to be found fishing 
somewhere. Sometimes they take 
along some or all of their youngsters. 

Now, he also protested that $400 
figure. He pointed out that he most 
certainly couldn’t afford such an ex- 
penditure. So again, I did a little 
checking. 

I found that he had spent in one 
sport store alone, for fishing tackle 
alone, more than $100 in the past 
year. His bill for boat rental and bait 
runs, he now concedes, into a very 





respectable figure. Then there is the 
mileage on his car, cabin rentals and 
so on ad infinitum. In fact, he now 
concedes that $400 is a very conser- 
vative figure. 


Some years ago I did a story for 
this magazine on the importance of 
the sport of fox hunting in Florida. 
During that research I found that 
there were at least 150,000 hunting 
dogs in this state. Since there are 
roughly 100,000 licensed hunters, this 
meant that the average hunter owned 
a dog and a half. Our Commission 
biologist, W. Scott Overton, in his 
Annual Report, Wildlife Inventory, 
Harvest, and Economic Survey, shows 
1.41 dogs per hunter. 

Therefore, we can point out that 
the average hunter must spend about 
$187.50 on dogs alone. This figure is 
based on the original cost, divided 
into the number of years a dog lives, 
the annual feed cost, vet costs, hous- 
ing and fencing, and so on. Any hunt- 
er will concede that the average cost 
of keeping and maintaining a dog for 
a year will hit at least $125. 

All this has been in support of the 

(Continued on Page 36) 








setting forth their progress, contemplated plans for im- 
provement—and, most important, the actual prospect for 
future dividends. 


As director of the Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
I feel that our organization comes under the classification of 
a “corporation.” It appears to me that our commissioners are 
the “board of directors,” and I am the corporation’s administra- 
tor. With this thought in mind, then, the sportsmen, the pur- 
chasers of hunting and fishing licenses, automatically become 
our “stockholders.” 


(°° setting for issue frequent reports to their stockholders, 


As a “stockholder” you deserve frequent reports of our 
progress and plans for the future—which I present herewith. 


Previously, your “corporation” had no set purchasing plan. 
If an employee needed a new part for his jeep, he made 
the purchase wherever he chose and usually at retail prices. 
This picture has been changed. Today, your “corporation” 
has established a central purchasing system. All purchases, 
exceeding $25, whether it be an airplane or an axle for 
a Jeep, are made by one man on a highly competitive 
basis. Already, this system has resulted in the Game Com- 
mission procuring higher quality at a lower price. A properties 
officer is solely responsible for inventorying your “corpora- 
tion’s” equipment. For the first time, we have an accurate 
record of what we own. In addition, we are holding this 
same officer responsible for the proper care and maintenance 
of all our property as well as its assignment and allocation. 
Before this system was adopted, we found one officer alone 
who had three commission cars parked in his yard, and 27 
automobile tires stored in his home. He was “hoarding” the 
property in anticipation of using it in his district sometime 
in the future. Our new system is keeping all equipment work- 
ing in the sections where it is needed most. 


Frequent, unannounced equipment inspections are made to 
ascertain its condition and learn if it is being properly cared 
for. Obsolete and worn out equipment is advertised and sold 
to the highest bidder. A central repair shop has been estab- 
lished in Jacksonville where all jobs, estimated at more than 
$25, are completed by two commission employees. This single 
innovation alone will save us $25,000 during its first year of 
operation. 

Slowly, we are standardizing all equipment—attempting to 
purchase automobiles that require similar size tires and dupli- 
cate replacement parts. In this move, we will be able to buy 
in larger quantities at a vastly reduced cost. 


Your “corporation” is presently operating 223 vehicles, 147 
boats and motors, and six airplanes. A newly adopted monthly 
operational cost system tells us to the penny what it costs 
per mile for transportation. If a study of the cost sheet dis- 
closes that the per gallon mileage of a vehicle has dropped 
drastically, then we know that the vehicle needs repair or 
likely should be sold. The monthly vehicle reports are care- 
fully scrutinized by an expert. 


In the past, no particular system was used in setting the 
salaries of our employees. Under this system there were in- 
stances where some were underpaid—others were unquestion- 
ably overpaid. We have solved this problem by adopting a 


personnel classification plan. A base pay has been established 
for all types of employees. For instance, janitors and labor- 
ers start at $125 monthly; clerks, truck drivers and mimeo- 
graph operators, $150; stenographers, $170; wildlife officers, 
secretaries, and hatchery superintendents, $220; division heads, 
$375; departmental heads, $425: Technicians range from $250 
to $325, dependent upon their knowledge and experience. All 
employees will receive an annual 2 per cent pay increase. 
They are granted a yearly 14-day vacation, cumulative for 
four years. Employees are allowed 14 days annual sick leave, 
cumulative up to four years, but must either be in a hos- 
pital or under a physician’s care to obtain it. 

The days of giving a person a position with our “corpora- 
tion” simply because they “know somebody who knows some- 
body who can cinch a job” are definitely over. A personnel sec- 
tion has been organized where all applicants are carefully 
screened and evaluated before being eligible for employment. 
In addition they must pass the requirements of a physical 
examination before being accepted. 


Until a short time ago, our airplane pilots worked under 
the supervision of district chief officers. In many instances 
the chiefs were unfamiliar with aviation problems and it be- 
came necessary to appoint a state-wide aviation supervisor to 
overcome this difficulty. He performs the same duties as _ his 
tive pilots despite his supervisory capacity. Today, five planes 
are performing the same function for wildlife officers that 
army observation planes do for the field artillery. A_ pilot, 
cruising at 100 miles an hour, can scan a mile-wide area on 
either side of his plane. During an eight-hour flight he covers 
800 miles and observes ground activities over a 1,600 square 
mile area which constitutes more than a million acres of land 
and water. Thus, five planes patrol 5,000,000 acres a day, 
and during one week can cover every inch of the state. One 
plane, used exclusively for hyacinth control, is equipped for 
spraying any fresh waters open to public fishing, and can be 
used free of charge by organizations supplying the necessary 
material for hyacinth eradication. 


In the near future we plan to inaugurate throughout the 
state, weekly radio programs airing our conservation problems. 
We soon will launch an educational conservation program in 
the high schools, and also are readying to organize youth con- 
servation clubs throughout Florida. 


Many of my new policies are far from original—I learned 
portions of them while serving in the army and combined the 
methods with my experiences in private business. 


I feel certain that our “corporation” will soon begin paying 
better dividends—dividends of higher respect for game and 
fish laws—improved hunting and fishing—and above all, com- 
plete harmony between the “stockholders” and their corpora- 
tion, the State Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 


Baw kK MW Kaurlb 


DIRECTOR 
STATE GAME & FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 











The Snapping Turtles 


turtles on crawfishes. Some kinds eat 
snails, others catch fish, and still 
others are virtually omnivorous. From 


N PREVIOUS articles we have dis- 
cussed all the poisonous snakes of 
Florida, and some of the harmless 
ones. Now the subject of snakes is by 
no means exhausted, since more than 
60 kinds are found in the state; but 
for variety we turn to another group 
of reptiles—the turtles. 

About 37 kinds of turtles occur in 
Florida. Of course, not all of these 
could be found at one locality. Thus, 
the gopher tortoise is most abundant 
in areas of dry, sandy soil, while the 
box turtles live in fields and woods. 
In rivers and lakes are found various 
mud and musk turtles, saw-backed 
turtles, the familiar terrapins or 
‘“cooters’”, and the’ strange-looking 
soft-shelled turtles. The diamond- 
backed terrapins, so esteemed for 





soup, are partial to brackish marshes 
and tidal flats, while several species 
of sea turtles may be encountered far 
out in the open ocean. 

-It will be seen that there is great 
variety in turtles. Each kind has its 
own way of life, its own foods, its 
own enemies. Gophers feed on leaves 
and grass, box turtles on _ berries, 
mushrooms, and insects, and chicken 


By 
ROSS ALLEN 


and 
WILFRED T. NEILL 


Ross Allen’s Reptile Inst., Silver Springs 


an economic’ standpoint, certain 
turtles are decidedly beneficial, while 
others may be harmful to man’s in- 


terests. The snapping turtles are 
generally placed in the latter 
category. 


Two very distinct species of snap- 
ping turtles occur in Florida. The 
common snapping turtle is the better 
known of the two, being abundant 
about lakes and streams in all parts 
of the state. It is an ugly-looking 
creature, dull and muddy in color, 
with a big head, powerful jaws, and 
a wrinkled, warty skin (see upper 
figure in photograph). Its disposition 

(Continued on Page 25) 





(Another in a series of authoritative articles written exclusively for FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
about the reptiles Florida sportsmen are apt to encounter. 
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Plavbovs of th 


BY BILL AND LES PIPER 4 


otters are obviously built for fast them with a constant supply of clean ba 
swimming in the water. Like any running water in which to swim, a 
well-streamlined object, their bodies dry surface on which to rest in the 
are tapered at either end, being shade and sunshine, and a dry, cave- 
thickest at the hips and thinnest at like hole in which to sleep at night. 
1 ai are curious people! That the tips of the nose and tail. We also provide them each evening 
is, of all the animals found in In order to visualize an otter in With dry gunnysacks which the otters 
the Florida wilds, they are the ones your mind, you would have to imagine immediately drag into their caves to 
that are most curiously like human a cross between a weasel, a beaver make their beds. 
anne: ag ae Fie, nae A si seem and a seal, for the otter reminds you We feed our specimens four times 
a family life een Peuilae ts that Ear eevee: a day, incidentally, on a diet of fresh 
of vou next-door neighbor. To top Like the seal, the otter has an ex- horsemeat, fish, turtle meat, crayfish 
off the comparisons, Florida otters t™emely supple body while in the anda few frogs. Some of our Florida 
communicate in an understandable Water, but has a clumsy, ungainly fishermen have recently been making 
language, will answer a human voice, walk while on dry land. Like a beaver, Claims that all otters should be de- 
and are able to run as fast as many the otter has a broad and somewhat stroyed because they “eat all of our 
men. And, of course, we have not ‘lat tail which he uses both as an aid gamefish.” As is often true in cases 
mentioned their ability to swim like to Swimming while in the water, and f this kind, such inaccurate state- 
a dozen Olympic champions rolled into 28 @ Prop while sitting up on a flat ments are made because of a lack of 
one. surface. And like his close relations, 
In fact, if you put all of the otters’ the weasel, mink and ferret, the otter 
characteristics together, you will come a8 a long body and tail and very 
up with only one title that adequately short legs. Note the much shorter muzzle of the otter, 
describes them: “Playboys of the At the present writing, we have a left, as compared with the raccoon. M4 
Swamplands.” total of 13 otters in captivity at our r 
Certainly, the Florida otter is one Everglades Wonder Gardens in Bonita 
of the most intelligent animals found Springs. Five of these otters are kits, 
in the woods, for they are one of the or babies, which were born in cap- ane 


few wild creatures capable of showing 
real affection for a human being. 
When taken young, and hand-raised, 
they can easily be trained as pets and 
companions. Training a young otter 
is much like training a young dog, 
and, like a dog, they can be taught to 
come at your call, follow you around 
as you walk, and retrieve almost 
anything you care to throw. 

Baby otters will also play like 
puppies, running you ragged in short 
order. So likeable are they that we 
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often allow them to play in our bed, 
much as you would a kitten, where 
they will promptly dig deep under the 
covers and pop out here, there, and 
all over the place before you can blink 
an eye. This helps to explain why 
otters are in great demand as pets. 
In fact, we have heard of some trained 
otters being sold for as high as $500 
a pair. 

With their flat, triangular heads, 
snub noses, and close-cropped ears, 


tivity. In breeding our otters, we have 
found that the mating season occurs 
in December and January and lasts 
about a month. The young are born 
from 11 to 12 months later. This 
seems to vary slightly from the 
mating habits of northern otter which 
breed from winter to early spring, 
or from about December to April, 
with the young being born from 10 to 
12 months later. In either case, 
though, both male and female otters 
are mature at the age of two years. 


The largest male otter that we ever 
weighed was a 23-lb. specimen. The 
females probably do not exceed about 
15 pounds in weight. The adult Florida 
otter may reach 51 inches in length, 
slightly larger than most northerr 
otters. The oldest Florida otter in 
captivity that we know of was cap- 
tured by us in 1944, and is still in 
excellent health. 


In order to keep our otters success- | 


fully, we have found it best to provide 
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» SWamplands 


S TOLD TO BOB DAHNE 


understanding of the true nature of 
the animal involved. 


Personally, we have spent’ many 
years studying the habits of otters, 
both in the wild state and in captivity. 
We have found that their principal, 
and favorite, food is crayfish, which 
they catch in the water or dig out of 
the surface mud by rooting like hogs. 
In their search for such food, they 
are not afraid to root into and under 
anything that might hide something 
edible. 


Next in the list of food preferences 
for the otter are both frogs and 
snakes (including the cottonmouth 
water moccasins), which are com- 
paratively slow and easy to catch. 
When feeding on snakes, otters will 
quite often skin the snake neatly back 
from the neck before eating it. 


Another important item on the 
otter’s dinner table are the turtles, 
both the snapping and _ soft-shelled 
varieties. At first thought, you might 
wonder how a wild otter could catch, 
kill and eat a turtle, but here is what 
happens. The otter first attacks the 
turtle in the water, and then, after a 
furious battle, drags it out onto shore 
Where he turns it over on its back. 


The flattened head of the otter, top, as 
compared with the less-aquatic raccoon, 


blends into the otter’s streamlined contour. 
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The turtle, of course, immediately 
tries to put its head out and back for 
ieverage on the ground in order to 
flip over on its stomach. At this split 
second, the otter flashes in and, with 
one bite, severs the turtle’s throat and 
then proceeds to dine at ease. 


This turtle-eating is an important 
part of an otter’s diet, for we have 
counted as many as 20 dead soft- 
shelled turtles along one short stretch 
of roadside canal bank that we knew, 
from long observation, was frequented 
only by one female otter and her two 
kits. 


Finally, to complete the list of food 
which wild otters eat, we have found 
that they will also kill and eat small, 
young alligators, salamanders, and 
various species of fish, both garfish 
and other undesirable types as well as 
gamefish. 


Now otters, like any other wild 
animals, are solely dependent upon 
their source of food. When, over a 
long period of time, their supply of 
natural food dwindles, the otters 
begin to starve out until the number 
of wild otters is again in balance with 
their food supply, just as other wild 
animals do. 


When we apply this rule of balance 
to our Florida otters, we find that the 
abundance of otters increases greatly 
during long rainy periods, when the 
swamplands are filled with water and 
food. In other words, when we have a 
lot of crayfish, frogs, turtles and 
fish, we automatically have a lot of 
otters. But, on the other hand, when 
we have a _ severe dry period in 
Florida, such as we have had during 
the last several years, we find that 
the crayfish dig deep down into the 
mud where the otter cannot reach 
them, that the frogs move away or 
die out, that the turtles become fewer, 
and that the fish also disappear as 
the swamp water disappears. When 
this happens, it is only natural that 
the otters begin to slowly starve to 
death as their food supply becomes 
poorer and poorer. 





We saw many otters starve to death 
last year in South Florida because of 
the exceptionally dry weather. As the 
distance between waterholes increas- 
ed, the otters had to travel farther 
and farther in search of an almost 


non-existent supply of food, until, 
finally, they grew thinner and 
thinner, becoming very weak in the 
hind-quarters, and, at last, dying. 

Now some people will immediately 
protest that there were more otters 
present along the Tamiami Trail, 
running east and west across the 
Everglades region, than ever before. 
This is true, but it is true for a dif- 
ferent reason than many people sup- 
pose. The fact that so many otters 
could be seen along the Trail did not 
mean that the supply of Florida otters 
was increasing tremendously, but it 
meant, instead, that the swamplands 
of the Everglades were slowly drying 
up, and the otters were forced to come 
out to the Trailside canals in search 
of water and food, where many were 
killed by speeding cars and others 
suffered from starvation. 

If and when the Everglades region 
fills with water again, the otters will 
naturally move back into the secluded 
sections of the swamps, where they 
prefer to be, as the supplies of their 
natural food increase. When _ that 
happens, very few will be seen along 
the highways. 

(Continued on Page 30) 





i 


NOW AMAY 


Min 


a 
= 
S 


I ACQUIRED Snowball by theft, so 
it was probably only poetic jus- 
tice that he turned out to be a master 
thief. Without apology or a by-your- 
leave to his no-doubt fond mother, I 
kidnapped—bird-napped, him. And a 
most unprepossessing, ugly little brat 
he was, too, when I shinnied up a 
pecan tree and lifted him, half-feath- 
ered, out of the nest. 

The bird’s lineage was always 
somewhat in doubt. It’s hard for any 
but a real ornithologist to tell a 
raven from a crow but, since Snow- 
ball wes bigger than any crow I ever 
saw, I strongly insisted he was a 
raven—and let all detractors beware! 
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However, unlike Poe’s famous bird, 
he didn’t croak “Never more.” He 
had a one-word vocabulary. “Hello,” 
he’d say, and the word became either 
a pleasant salutation or a curse, de- 
pending upon where he placed the ac- 
cent. He had, in addition, an uncan- 
nily human laugh; a _ particularly 
pleasant laugh—rippling and merry; 


and he rounded out his vocal reper- 








tory with chicken language; copying 
to perfection the low, chuckling song 
of the hen as she trots conceitedly to- 
ward her nest, full of the satisfied 
knowledge that she will shortly pro- 
duce an egg. But Snowball’s master- 
piece was the reproduction of the 
hen’s cackling boast after she had ac- 
complished her wondrous feat. 

He acquired his proficiency in fowl] 
language (excuse pun) for purely 
criminal purposes. Since eggs were 
his favorite food, and seldom freely 
offered, he stole them. Indeed, he was 
an all-round thief; a thief of the 
first water, and as clever es they 
come at deception and chicane. But 
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he was also irresistibly charming. 
He could charm you completely and 
steal the watch out of your pocket 
simultaneously. And do it with such 
ingratiating slickness and nonchal- 
ance that you’d forgive him—tempor- 
arily at least, or until he broke out 
with a bigger and better job of 
thievery. He was a true kleptomaniac, 
for he stole not only what he could 
eat or uSe—he simply took everything 
he could lift in beak or claw. If he 
could have lifted a grand piano he 
would, likely, have stolen that. 

And the things he ate! No one 
could call him a gourmet. He was a 
glutton of the worst sort. He ate any- 
thing living or dead, as well as sev- 
eral things that were neither—lead 
pencils, for instance. 

Why a lead pencil should be as ¢a- 
viar to a raven is one for the orni- 
thologists to explain, but Snowball 
would exercise the ingenuity and 
finesse of a Raffles to acquire one. 
Once the prize was his, he’d fly to the 
nearest tree limb or fence post, clamp 
the pencil firmly under both claws, 
peck off the wood in chunks and sliv- 
ers and gobble up the slender wand 
of graphite with gustatory chuckles 
of delight. Nor could you fool him 
with an indelible pencil—not twice 
you couldn’t. Once, in an experiment- 
al mood, I handed him an indelible 
pencil. He took it, cawing his thanks, 
flew to the nearest tree and started 
excavating. Shortly thereafter he 
dropped the pencil like a hot brick, 
jumped up and down with a great 
flapping of wings and let out a 
stream of sound that was unmistak- 
ably profanity of the most extreme 
virulence. After that, he carefully 


looked every gift-pencil in the mouth, 
as it were. I don’t know whether it was 
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due to hypersensitive vision or a 
keen sense of smell, but he’d peer 
closely at a proffered pencil and, if it 
were indelible, he’d decline with a 
violent bobbing of the head, fly off 
in disgust, and refuse all friendly 
overtures until the insult was for- 
gotten. 

If only the feathered fiend had 
confined his thieving to pencils all 
would have been forgiven, but he 
didn’t. He stole everything liftable. 
And his cleverness at hiding things 


was nothing short of diabolical. After 


months of search I found one of his 
favorite hide-outs. I had a pair of 
pet squirrels who had built their 
nest high in the hollow of a locust 
tree. One day, looking up at the then- 
vacant nest, I saw a familiar length 
of red ribbon dangling. The ribbon 
was, I knew, attached to a small pair 
of scissors. I shinnied up the tree and 
came down with a double handful of 





Several coins, a_ silver 
thimble, two keys, bottle caps that 
had long since lost their shine, paper 
clips, a pearl-handled pen knife — 
heaven knows what all. It was a reg- 
ular Ali Baba’s cave in miniature. 

There seemed no way to reform the 
thief. The only thing to do was bat- 
ten down all possible hatches and 
keep a careful lookout when the mis- 
creant was in the vicinity of any ob- 
ject smaller than himself. 

Things might have gone on this 
way indefinitely with a sort of af- 
fectionate amnesty established, if 
Snowball hadn’t learned to sing and 
cackle like a hen, for soon after he 
achieved perfection in this new mim- 
icry, he began to steal eggs. That put 
him permanently in the dog house. 

Mysteriously, in the midst of a 
good laying season, the hens’ produc- 
tion began to fall off alarmingly. 
Quite by accident I discovered the 








reason for this apparent hen-strike. 
Behind the chicken-run was a bar- 
rel where tin cans and other unburn- 
able refuse was stored, awaiting the 
periodic visits of the village garbage 
man. One day, as I emptied an arm- 
load of cans into the partially filled 
barrel, I saw what looked like a great 
many eggs. Alas! they were but 
hollow shells. A neat little hole had 
been pecked in the end of each egg, 
and the contents just weren’t. Snow- 
ball. The answer was obvious—though 
the cure proved to be anything but. 
As self-appointed G-man, I set my- 
self to catch the culprit. But it took 
time to “get him with the goods.” He 
was unbelievably sly and clever. He’d 
go moseying about the chicken run 
for all the world as if he were com- 
pletely absorbed in his own affairs, 
and didn’t even know what an egg 
tasted like. But you may be sure 
that all the while he strolled he was, 
out of the corner of a wickedly glint- 
ing eye, watching the hens. When one 
began her chu-chuchu-chu-u song, 
he’d join in the chorus—all the time 
carefully paying her no-never-mind. 
The nest box was built like a small 
hip-roofed cottage. About the height 
of an ordinary table, it stood on legs, 
with two rows of nests divided by a 
hallway, a small, roofless porch at 
either entrance. When a hen went in 
to lay, Snowball mounted to the 
roof. There he’d walk the ridge-pole, 
back and forth, running through his 
repertory of laughter, hen-talk and 
“Hell-o! Hell-l-l-o!’” Patient, he 
seemed, coming only now and then 
to peer crane-necked over into the 
hallway. When the hen finally 
emerged, to stand on the porch and 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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HOME OF THE 





The Tsala Apopka 
chain of lakes and the 


Withlacoochee River. 


I1—WITHLACOOCHEE LODGE 
P. O. Box 541, Inverness, Fla. | 
Cabins, boats, bait, motors and guides. 


2—TRAIL’S END CAMP 
P. O. Box 281, Floral City, Fla. 
Housekeeping cabins, boats, motors, bait and 
guides. 

3—ISTACHATTA HUNTING & FISHING CAMP 
E. E. (Dink) Logan 
P. O. Box 132, Istachatta, Fla. 
Cabins—Boats—Bait—Kickers. 


4—WISHING STONE CAFE AND CABINS 
P. O. Box 389, Inverness, Fla. 
Open 24 hours daily. Finest food o>tainable. 
Fishing tackle, reels, parts, licenses, motors, 
boats. Clean modern cabins. Gas and oil. 4% 
miles south of Inverness on US 41. 


5—GRIME’S MOONRISE CAMP 
Floral City, Fla. 
Fish, swim and relax in comfortable lake 
cottages with every modern convenience. Ex- 
cellent boats and motors. Dock. Freezer. Play- 
yard. Fireplaces and tables. 

6—ZIMMER’S FISHING LODGE 
Inverness, Fla. 
Six ultra modern cottages, boats, motors, 
guides, and live bait at all times. Located on 
Highway 44 in city limits of Inverness. 


J—BUD’S BOAT BASIN 
Phone 3030, Inverness, Fla. 
New kitchenette apartments. This location is 


16 


CITRUS COUNTY 






HERNANDO 
29,3031, 
33, 34, 35, 
36. 







THE LISTINGS BELOW ARE INDICATED BY COfk 


one of the last frontiers in the USA. The 
chain of Tsala Apopka Lakes, the home of the 
big black bass. 


8—SPORTSMAN’S COVE 
RFD, Inverness, Fla. 
Cottages, boats and bait on beautiful Tsala 
Apopka. 
9—TSALA APOPKA LODGE 
Tony and Betty Mund, owners. 
P. O. Box 307, Inverness, Fla. 
Modern cottages, showers, kitchenettes. Year 
round resort. Good hunting. Good fishing. 


10—SPORTSMAN’S PARK 
P. O. Box 552, Inverness, Fla. 
Modern motel. Restaurant’ specializing in 
steak, shrimp and short orders. Gulf products. 


11—BIRD’S BAIT BUSINESS 
C. Bird, P. O. Box 133, Istachatta, Fla. 
Can furnish any amount of bait for any 
number of fish camps. Drop me a card. 


12—GLENN’S CAMP 
P. O. Box 341, Inverness, Fla. 
Cool, clean, modern cabins. Boats and bait 
available. Dixie’s nicest on Lake Tsala 
Apopka, Phone 3033. 


13—GREEN’S FUEL—GAS SERVICE 
M. L. Williamson, Inverness, Fla. 


14—WOODY’S MOTOR COURT 
P. O. Box. 512, Inverness; Fla. 
12 modern cottages. Panel ray heat. Tile 


showers. Outdoor grill. Your comfort our re- 
sponsibility. Intersection US Highway 41 and 
State Road 44. 


15—RIDDLE’S MOTOR COURT & RESTAURANT 
P. O. Box 82, Inverness, Fla., US Route 41 
Modern cottages, electric heat, kitchenettes. 


16—ALLEN’S 5 & 10 STORE 
Inverness, Fla. 
Gospel Island, a good place for your home. 
Choice lots 100x250 ft. on hard-surfaced road 
two miles from Inverness. Truly a fisherman's 
paradise, 


17—S & W RESTAURANT 
P. O. Box 98, Inverness, Fla. 
Located on US Highway 41. 


18—GRIFF’S 
P. O. Box 144, Inverness, Fla. 
Marine gas and oil. Car service. 


19—GREY EAGLE FISH CAMP 
RFD, Dunnellon, Fla. 
Boats, motors, guides, bait by request. 


20—SHADY HARBOR LODGE 
P. O. Box 297, Inverness, Fla. 
Modern cabins and boats. 


21—SEGAR’S SINCLAIR SERVICE 
P. O. Box 609, Inverness, Fla. 
Sinclair HC Gasoline with RD #119 marine 
white gas and outboard motor oil. 
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This chain of lakes, fed by the 
Withlacoochee River, is ap- 
proximately 23 miles long and 
7 to 9 miles wide. It is one 
of the few remaining wilder- 
ness frontiers left in America. 
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22—LIGHTHOUSE 
Harry N. Brown 
P. O. Box 394, Floral City, Fla. 
Modern cabins, ice available and home cooked 
meals. Refreshments. Fishermen and truckers 
welcome, 

23—FESTA’S RESTAURANT 
P. O. Box 128, Floral City, Fla. 
Italian spaghetti, short orders, steaks, chops. 
14 mile south of Floral City on US 41. 


24—LUBECKES T &J GRILL 
Box 593, Inverness, Fla. 
Specializing in sea foods and finest steaks. 
Dining room and curb service. 


25—McCLUNG HARDWARE & BUILDING SUPPLY 
P. O. Box 231, Floral City, Fla. 
Wire fencing, metal roofing. 
26—HERKOMER’S FISHING CAMP 
P. O. Box 178, Hernando, Fla. 
8 modern units. Cottages, boats, bait, motors, 
ating Located on beautiful Tsala Apopka 
ake, 


27—SUTTON’S LODGE 
P. O. Box 154, Hernando, Fla. 
Located on beautiful Tsala Apopka Lake. 
Second largest lake in state. Boats, motors, 
bait and guides. New modern clean cabins. 


28—LAKEVIEW CABINS 
P. O. Box 5, Hernando, Fla. 
Trailer and cabin accommodations. 
boats, bait, motors, guides available. 
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29—E. J. BOSWELL SERVICE STATION 
P. O. Box 191, Hernando, Fla. 
Boats, worms, gas and oil. 
modern clean rooms, 


30—OGLES CABINS 
P. O. Box 133, Hernando, Fla. 
Cabins, good beds, hot showers and kitchen- 
ettes. Boats and swimming. Bait and guides. 
On US 41 and State Road 200. 


31—HILL’S GRILL 
P. O. Box 21, Hernando, Fla. 
Hungry???? Stop at Hill’s Grill on US 41 in 
the heart of the hunting and fishing territory. 
Featuring home cooked meals and home made 
pies. We never close. 


32—TOMBERLIN LAKE COTTAGES 
Parsons Point, Hernando, Fla. 
Modern housekeeping cottages, automatic hot 
water heaters. Pyrofax gas ranges with ovens 
and broilers. Electric refrigeration. Circulating 
heaters. : 


338—ACME HARDWARE CO. 
Hernando, Fla. 
Hardware and building material. Complete line 
of fishing tackle. 


34—ANDERSON & THOMAS TOURIST CABINS 
Hernando, Fla. 
Modern clean cabins. Boats, bait. Fishing 
tackle. Licenses. General line of groceries. 
Amoco products, 


Short orders, 
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25—WILLIAMS FISHING CAMP 
P. O. Box 12, Hernando, Fla. 
Modern cabins, boats, bait, guides. Located on 
Tsala Apopka Lake, second largest lake in 
Florida. 

36—ROE’S FISHING COTTAGES 
Parsons Point, Hernando, Fla. 
Deluxe all electric cottages. Bait, boats, guide. 
Lake Tsala Apopka. 

37—ROBERT’S CAFE - 
P. O. Box 37, Hernando, Fla. 
Attention fishermen and hunters, we serve 
the best home cooked food in the south. ‘You 
catchum—we cookum”’, 

388—MILEY’S GULF SERVICE 
P. O. Box 217, Hernando, Fla. 
Good fishing and good hunting near here. 
Marine gas and oil available. Junction US 41 
and Florida 200. 

39—HALL’S FISH CAMP 
P. O. Box 26, Hernando, Fla. 
Boats, bait, cabins and motors. 


45—WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE 

Inverness, Fla. 

General line fishing and sporting goods. 
41—WEED’S CABINS 

P. O. Box 558, Inverness, Fla. 

Boats, cabins, worms and motors. 
42—SCHOFIELD CHEVROLET CO. 

Inverness, Fla. 

Sales, service and parts. 
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Game Commission 
Sets Hunting Rules 


Members of the State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, meeting in Talla- 
hassee recently, ruled that the 1951-52 hunt- 
ing season for all species of game will open 
on November 20 with the deer, bear and 
panther seasons closing January 6 and the 
open period on turkey, quail and squirrel 
extending until February 1. 


Buck deer only, with antlers at least five 
inches in length, and turkey gobblers only, 
will be legal game in all districts. Bag limits 
are: deer, one a day and two per season; 
turkey, two a day and three per season. 


Daily bag limit of quail and cat squirrels 
was set at ten of each species. Three fox 
squirrels may be killed a day. There are no 
limits on bear and panther. 


Migratory bird season is set by Federal 
regulation, but the Commission recommend- 
ed to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
that waterfowl hunting be permitted every 
day, with no split season, and that the sea- 
son be as late as possible. | 


The Commission also recommended that 
the marsh hen season run from September 
15 to November 18, with a daily bag limit 
of 15; dove season run from mid-December 
to mid-January with bag limits as set by 
Federal regulations, and a special October 
shoot for Dade, Broward, Franklin and Mon- 
roe Counties. 


Under Commission regulations, hunting 
will be permitted every day in the Third 
District. In all other Districts, the first six 
days will be open but Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Fridays will be closed thereafter. 


The Commission opened to hunting the 
areas in Collier County bounded by the 
Immokalee-Everglades highway and the Ta- 
miami Trail, in North Osceola County north 
of Holopaw, in Alachua County northeast 
of Micanopy near the River Styx, in Dixie 
County north of Cross City, and in Hendry 
County near Felda. 


It closed an area in Duval County north- 
east of Jacksonville, where housing develop- 
ments are under way, and made plans to 
advertise for the closing of the sawgrass 
area near the Dade, Collier and Hendry 
county lines. 

The Game Agency also added 45,000 acres 
of land by lease to a public hunting area in 
Palm Beach County, west of West Palm 
Beach. The tract adjoins 52,000 acres that 
the Commission already owns in the area. 
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An Answer to the 


From M. L. Kinard, High Springs, 
comes a card concerning last month’s 
column on the new tagging system for 
deer and turkey. Mr. Kinard asks 
some pertinent questions, and makes 
some observations, both of which we 
believe should be answered. 


First, Mr. Kinard wants to know, 
and he thinks we should tell all 
sportsmen, just how much the tagging 
system is going to cost. 


Well, of course, the answer to that 
is just the added cost of printing the 
tags. Exactly how much that will be 
I cannot say at this writing for the 
licenses haven’t been printed yet, but 
it certainly cannot be very much. 


However, I think the answer to that 
question ought to be a comparative 
one. It should read: How much is the 
tagging system going to cost the 
sportsmen PER EXTRA DEER OR 
TURKEY IT MAKES AVAILABLE 
FOR THE LEGAL HUNTER? 


Everyone should remember that 
the system was adopted in an effort 
to reduce the number of such animals 
killed each year by hunters who had 
already bagged their legal limit. It 
is a known and conceded fact that a 
substantial number of hunters each 
season killed more than their two a 
year. And each additional kill meant 
that another hunter had to do without. 

IF THE TAGGING SYSTEM 
COST AS MUCH AS A DOLLAR 
FOR EACH DEER OR TURKEY 
SAVED FOR LEGAL HUNTERS 


\ 


Tagging Question 


(WHICH IS OF COURSE, INCON- 
CEIVABLE) IT STILL WOULD BE 
WELL WORTH WHILE. 


This would be true both from an 
economic standpoint and from the 
standpoint of the hunters. Each deer 
is estimated to be worth $75 to the 
businessmen of the state in that each 
kill causes the expenditure of that 
amount. And most certainly no hunter 
is going to object to the expenditure 
of a few cents of his license fee if it 
insures him a deer. 


Mr. Kinard also asks how we are 
going to prevent a hunter from using 
a bird hunter’s tag. 

While we admit that the law was 
never made that couldn’t be broken, 
we want to point out that other states 
have used the system successfully for 
many years, and that we are profit- 
ing from their experience. Specific- 
ally, each tag will carry the same 
serial number as the hunter’s license. 
Therefore, if a hunter should borrow 
a tag, he’ll have a hard time explain- 
ing to the wildlife officer how it is 
that the tag number doesn’t corres- 
pend with his license. Such a variance 
would be grounds for a conviction 
for illegal possession of game. 

Mr. Kinard also wants to know 
where persons over 65 and under 15 
are going to get their tags. 

The answer to that is that all 
persons will be required to have a 
license. Over-age and under-age per- 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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By PHIL FRANCIS 


Though you might think that the use of 
floating, bug-type lures is one of the later 
developments in Florida bass fishing, it is 
a matter of record that the Seminole Indians 
used deer hair bugs for bass here as early 
as 1700! You can be sure that the Indians 
had no torpedo-head fly lines, glass rods, 
or automatic reels for their bug fishing, 
but their deer hair lures caught bass never- 
theless. 


Today, bass bugs have reached a lofty 
state of development and are produced in 
a great number of styles to cover a variety 
of fly-fishing needs. The bass bug may be 
an imitaton mouse, frog, moth, minnow, or 
fly; or it may be an outlandish popper 
which makes no pretense at imitating any- 
thing. It may be made of deer hair, rubber, 
cork, balsa wood, or plastic. Defined loose- 
ly, a bass bug is any surface lure designed 
to be used with a fly rod. 


The nicest thing about bass bugs is their 
attractiveness to bass. Bass will take them 
readily on numerous occassions when cast- 
ing lures and sunken flies fail to produce. 
There is something about a _ high-floating, 
natural-looking bug that bass find hard to 
resist, even when, they're not particularly 
hungry. And the bass — bless him —is at 
his striking and fighting best when taken 
on a fly rod and top-water lure. 


The deer hair bugs have tremendous bass 
appeal, probably because of their natural 
soft feel and appearance. When a fish takes 
a hair lure, he actually munches it for 
several seconds before ejecting it as a 
phoney. Naturally, this feature makes for 
good hooking characteristics —if the bug is 
tied to give ample hook clearance. I’m par- 
tial to the mouse-style of hair lure, par- 
ticularly for shoreline fishing in very calm 
and glassy water. The hair mouse should 
be fished as slowly as possible without 
much jerking. The various hair moths and 
frogs, too, are excellent; but all hair lures 
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have one rather serious shortcoming: they 
soak up water and lose their buoyancy. 

For maximum floatability of hair bugs, 
dip them in a solution of paraffin in white 
gasoline or benzene and put them aside 
until thoroughly dry. The paraffin coats and 
seals each hair, keeping the water out for 
as long as a couple of hours fishing. False 
casting to remove clinging water drops be- 
tween each cast will help keep these lures 
floating even longer. 

There are several types of hard-bodied 
bugs, all of which will take their shares 
of bass. Probably the most popular of these 
in Florida is the popper. Poppers come in 
many sizes and shapes, but they all have 
one feature in common: the concave face 
which makes a popping sound when the 
bug is twitched. At times, poppers can be 
the most effective of bass lures, but there 
are occasions when the noisy ones seem to 
frighten rather than attract the fish. A 
popper, however, doesn’t have to be popped, 
and the retrieve may be kept reasonably 
quiet if the bass want it that way. Whether 
it is popped loudly, moderately, or not at 
all, a popping bug should be fished very 
slowly for maximum results on bass. A pause 
of at least several seconds should be al- 
lowed between pops to give an interested 
fish a chance to hit the lure. If he happens 
to be scrutinizing it closely, a loud pop is 
likely, to scare him away. While bass will 
often hit a rapidly worked popper, they 
will take a slow worked one much more 
often. It is practically impossible to fish 
a popper too slow for bass. 

Another popular type of hard-bodied bug 
is the feathered minnow. If I had to limit 
myself to just orie fly rod surface lure for 
bass fishing it would be a blue and white 
feathered minnow tied on a size 2 or 4 
hook. Feathered minnows are supposed to 
imitate minnows, as the name implies. I 
doubt that many bass are actually fooled 
by such a crude imitation, but fooled or 
not, they certainly go for them. 

A wide variety of actions can be im- 
parted to the feathered minnow: darting, 


struggling, skittering along the surface, or 
merely crawling aiong. Generally, the dart- 
ing action — which is accomplished by short, 
intermittant jerks —is the best bass produc- 
er; but you never can tell about the moods 
of bass, and it pays to experiment. As with 
the popper, a slow retrieve usually works 
best with the feathered minnow, but this 
is not always the case. A fast retrieve is 
sometimes well-received. In any event, a 
feathered minnow may be worked rapidly 
without danger of scaring the fish. 

The winged, or moth-type bass bug is 
probably less popular than either the pop- 
ping bug or the feathered minnow, but it 
is a killing lure nevertheless. It should be 
tied with the wings well balanced and not 
too large, or it may give considerable 
trouble in casting. 

There is little question that a quivering 
or fluttering action is far and away the 
best for winged bugs. They should be fished 
very slowly and with very little retrieve.... 
A moth or bug doesn’t cover much distance 
in the water, after falling in. It struggles 
and flutters, but doesn’t seem to get any- 
where. This is the action you should strive 
for when fishing a winged bass bug. Winged 
bugs are especially good for shoreline fish- 
ing late in the evening, when insects are 
flying and the water is smooth. 

This is not a complete list of bass bug 
types . . . not by a long shot. Nevertheless, 
these principal styles of bugs will cover 
nearly any situation encountered in bass 
bug fishing. The frog, crawfish, dragon fly, 
and other imitations are all good, but they 
are not necessary to success in Florida 
waters. 


If you've never tried bass bug fishing, 
give it a whirl sometime. In hard fished 
lakes where the bass know the wholesale 
and retail prices of most casting lures, fly 
rod bugs work wonders. And there’s no more 
sporting way to catch bass. 


—END 
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| This issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE actually got its start weeks ago when Writer Jack Shoe- 
maker and Editor Bill Snyder started planning, reading manuscripts and editing photos. TONY STEVI 
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In the next step, three linotype operators at the Rose Printing Company started the Now the forms are being run thré 
task of setting the type. They include Claude Howe, Joe Smith, and Albert Long. press room foreman, scrutinizes ¢ 


off the press. Charles Lassiter is’ 


Placing the type and pictures in forms for the presses is a big task. Here, 
Editor Snyder looks on while Charles Sullenberger, Plant Superintendent The finished st folded in 
Oscar H. Hofstetter, and Charles Messer complete the job. © FINIENES, PGES SHEN ATO roles? In 








Each magazine must be stitched together in this ma- 
chine operated by Irene Love and Cora Lee Meadows. 





th . Jack Willi Then the Game Commission’s mailing crew tackles the job of 
Se of ieee. aie acta addressing and packing 26,500 magazines for the postoffice. 


ating the two-color press shown. 


. . It's the first of the month and Mr. Average Reader scans his copy of FLORIDA WILD- 
ec ee Sp stared) by Maranesta: hing aad LIFE with the kids kibitzing over his shoulders ari ihe family dog taking a look too. 
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Lake Jackson with almost 6,000 
acres, and Lake Iamonia with an 
acreage of more than 5,000, form the 
other two formidable waterways. It’s 
not unusual to see a hundred boats 
out on these lakes, on any day of the 
season from early spring until late 
summer. There are about eight camps 
on Jackson that do a thriving busi- 
ness, for the lake is shallow in many 
places and rental boats are needed to 
get to the deep holes where fishing 
is best. 


In Jackson, bass fishing is tops at 
most any time of the day, while pan- 
fishing is good in the evening or early 
morning. One of the more frequent 
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bream are really supplying’ the 
dinners for many anglers lately, and 


pole fishing with earthworms, bonnet 
worms, sand maggots and crickets has 
accounted for bream weighing up to 
134 pounds and even bigger. His wife 
recently caught a bass weighing 1044 
pounds while fishing for bream with 
a cane pole and a No. 6 bream hook. 
But the best one he tells is one about 
a colored woman who was fishing 
from a boat for bream. She felt a tug 
on her line and a large fish took off. 
It turned the boat completely around 
and around. The woman thought it 
was an alligator and tried to shake it 
off the line. Finally the fish tired and 
was boated. It was a bass weighing 
1634 pounds, the largest to be caught 
in the lake in recent years. 


Lake Iamonia is an oddity among 


gaps 


PO TALLAHASSEE 
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Tallahassee is the headquarters for Leon County's fishing, for no waterway is more thon 
20 miles from the Capital City. Se es 


anglers in this section told us that 
there are thousands of bream and 
bass fingerlings in the lake which is 
21% miles wide at the biggest part and 
7 to 8 miles long as one travels around 
the horseshoe-shaped waterway. 


Lake Jackson’s bass average 5 to 6 
pounds while large ones, from 12 to 
15 pounds, are no oddities. Around 
here the best lures seem to be spoons 
and Hawaiian wigglers because of 
the grassy sections of the lake. Troll- 
ing is one of the better methods of 
angling. For baits, many persons 
report that live roaches are best for 
bass in the deep holes. 

Bill Moon, operator of Moon’s 
Landing on Jackson, reports that the 
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lakes. Records reveal that the lake 
disappeared in 1910, 1917, and 1934. 
This magical feat usually starts when 
a 15-acre basin of 45-foot-deep water 
sinks into the ground, and then the 
entire lake follows suit. But the far- 
sightedness of the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission and the Leon 
County Commissioners in 1939 has 
paid many dividends since then up to 
the present time. They erected a huge 
earthen dam to isolate the main body 
of the lake from the sinkhole portion. 


Today this dam, 1150 feet long, 150 
feet broad at the base, 12 feet wide 
at the top, and 20 feet high, guards 
Lake Iamonia against sudden destruc- 
tion and total disappearance. Fish are 


safeguarded by a “fish-fence’’ atop 
the dam that prevents them from 
being sucked into the basin and dis- 
appearing with the water. Again in 
1946 the basin disappeared, but this 
time the lake and fish were saved. 
Many anglers, particularly those from 
Georgia and Alabama, who fish there, 
declare that it holds many monster 
bass. One fellow declared: “‘There are 
bass in there that even the largest 
hook and line wouldn’t turn around.” 
The lake also has its goodly share of 
bream, crappie and shellcrackers. 


Along the St. Marks River, at the 
southeast end of the county, we 
arrived near Chaires early one mor- 
ning, and followed the river down- 
stream. We found that it was a series 
of sinks and rises until it sinks at 
Natural Bridge. Here the river rises 
again for the last time. Up to this 
point, the fishing was none too good, 
but from there on until the river 
empties into the Gulf of Mexico, it 
was really the business. 


We discovered that our best bet, 
since the water was so clear, was to 
cast a sinking lure above the fish and 
let the current slowly carry it to them. 
When they hit, they usually snagged 
themselves and we had them! Talk 
about fighting black bass, these were 
really it. For their small size, as 
many of them were, they fought 
viciously against the barb in their 
mouth, and some of them moved 
swiftly into the deeper water where 
they wrapped the line around a rock. 
This we could watch as we played 
them in the clear water. 

Overlooking many sections of the 
river are maple trees and bream con- 
gregate under the trees when the 
maple worms start falling. Shell- 
crackers and stumpknockers make up 
the rest of the underwater sport fish 
population in the river with some of 
them being found in the sinks before 
the river actually rises for the last 
time. East of the river, there are a 
series of sand ponds filled with big 
fish that have never even seen a hook 
for these places are rarely fished. 

Southwest of Tallahassee, there is 
a chain of nine lakes. We were told 
that when the water is high all of 
these lakes can be reached by travel- 
ing from one lake to another. In low 
water, only three of them can be 
traveled by boat: Lake Bradford and 
the two Bonnet Lakes to the left. 
Others in the series going westward 
are Goose Pond, Cascades, Vickers 
Pond, Hosford Pond, Fox Pond, 
Cypress and Silver Lake. 

All these chain lakes have scatter- 
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ings of bream and bass, plus crappie 
and shellerackers. Fishing at one end 
of Lake Bradford, away from the 
swimming and boat racing, we soon 
picked up several bream and one or 
two small bass. We then moved to 
Silver Lake and its companion, 
Cypress Lake, by car and admired 
two large lakes of clear, cool water. 
They’re just about 13 miles from 
Tallahassee and hold excellent bass 
and bream possibilities. 

Throughout Leon County, you can 
find hundreds of sand ponds, some 
of which are 10 to 15 feet deep, which 
hold many a surprise for anglers. 
Many of them are in the southwest 
section of the county in part of the 
Apalachicola National Forest. Some 
of the better known are Dog Lake, 
Gum Pond, Grass Lake, Henrietta 
Lake, Spring Hill, Norris Pond, Six- 
Mile Pond, and several others known 
as turtle holes. 

Lake Munson, also southwest of 
Tallahassee, is abundant with large 
ones, and many large bass, bream and 
catfish are landed there almost every 
day. 

HUNTING 

During our travels we heard many 
interesting facts concerning hunting 
in Leon County. Before we started 
the trip, we were told that hunting 
was bad in Leon for this reason: 
there was plenty of game but no place 
left to hunt it. The following facts 
should serve to overthrow this state- 
ment. 

There are good places to hunt, few 
though they may be. Nevertheless 
there are grounds, fields and forests 
that are open to the average nimrod. 
And many more private grounds may 
- be opened to the prospective hunter 
if he’ll only ask for permission. 

True, there are plenty of planta- 
tions here in Leon, and the majority 
of owners post their lands. But in 
talking to several superintendents, we 
found that local people have been in- 
vited to attend dove shoots and also 
to go on deer hunts at frequent in- 
tervals in these areas. However, the 
owners reserve the right to invite the 
ones they wish for the quail, turkey, 
deer and dove shoots. 

In the south end of the county, 
lands owned by the St. Joe Paper 
Company which are unfenced, are 
opened to hunting and have an ample 
supply of game. Years ago, turkey 
and quail hunting here was good but 
lately the high growth of wiregrass 
has proved to be poor habitat for 
these birds. A few deer have been 
seen here, and in areas where there 
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CARLISLE HARDWARE CO. LET’S GO FISHING 


Folks you have no idea how much more pleas- 
“HEADQUARTERS” ure you can get out of a fishing trip by 


using the Fisherman’s Pal to handle the boat 

for for casting, instead of oars or paddle. Weight 

P 7% ib. no trouble to carry. Price $30.00. Yes, 
HIGHLANDER FISHING CLUB” it is made of tempered aluminum. 


MARTIN’S FISH TAIL PROPELLER 
HAINES CITY, FLORIDA 6599 Haines Rd. St. Petersburg, Fla. 








A MILLION 
MATCHES can be made 
from one tree. 

A MILLION 

TREES can be burned 
by a forest fire 
started with 

one match 

in careless hands, 

It takes years 

to grow the trees 

a forest fire burns 

in one hour. 


Be alert— 


KEEP AMERICA GREEN! 


CAPITAL CITY LUMBER CO. PICHARD BROTHERS 
604 W. Gaines St. Tallahassee’s Oldest Building Supply 


LEON BUILDERS SUPPLY 
805 W. Gaines St. 


TALLAHASSEE BUILDERS SUPPLY, INC. RO-MAC LUMBER & SUPPLY, INC. 
Gaines St. at Woodward Ave. 631 W. Madison 
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WALLACE AIRCRAFT 
COMPANY, INC. 


Sarasota, Florida 


* 


Distributors for 


PIPER AND STINSON 
AIRCRAFT 
NARCO RADIOS 
RCA AIRCRAFT AND 
MARINE RADIOS 





















Today's dreams 
—tomorrow’s 
realities! 


Be 
better 
friends 
with your 
Banker 
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Capital City National Bank 
ka 
Industrial Bank of 
Tallahassee 
kk 


Lewis State Bank 
kkk 
Tallahassee State Bank 
& Trust Co. 


SEABROOK 


HARDWARE CO. 


TALL er FLA. 





SEA-HORSES* 
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Sales 
Service 
Parts 
by 
FACTORY 
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Ask for it by name: 
— MOTORS — 


Johnson Sea Horse 


— BOATS — 
Lyman - Thompson 
Aluma Craft 


— TACKLE — 
Shakespeare — Pflueger 


— GUNS & AMMUNITION — 
Winchester — Browning 
Remington 


“If it’s Nationally recognized 


WE STOCK IT” 





enough to be introduced into the large 
tanks with other specimens. 

Anether example of catching and 
keeping alive a species was last year’s 
run of luck in successfully hooking 
eight tarpon directly under the Bridge 
of Lions in St. Augustine. These were 
not caught trolling, but hooked on the 
bottom with hand lines. As soon as 
they were hooked they were brought 
immediately into the live well before 
they could exhaust themselves.. Now, 
one year later, all of those tarpon are 
strong, healthy and growing right 
before the public’s eyes in the tanks 
at Marineland. One of them is esti- 
mated to weigh 100 pounds. 

While porpoises are not fish, but 
warm - blooded, air - breathing mam- 
mals, they are the favorites with the 
Marine Studios staff and certainly 
with the public. 

The gray bottlenose dolphin 
(usually referred to as porpoises) 
are caught with nets. It is sometimes 
necessary to stalk them for days be- 
fore they can be run up into a small 
creek with no outlet. Once they are, 
they can be forced into the nets. 

The spotted dolphin, which lives in 
the ocean immediately offshore, re- 
quires different tactics. When a herd 
is sighted, the sea skiff sets out after 
them with all of its 20 knots. While 
the unsuspecting porpoise swims 
ahead of the skiff, one of the collect- 
ing crew crawls out onto the pulpit 
with what is called a tail grabber. 
Actually, it is similar to an elongated 
pair of blunt ice tongs. The tail 
grabber is released when right over a 
porpoise and a rope loop is thrown 
around its tail. In this way the por- 
poise is not harmed and can be trans- 
ferred into the live well. 

From these examples, you have an 
idea of the fun and science enjoyed 
by the Marine Studios Collecting De- 
partment in keeping the oceanarium 
supplied with some 125 species of 
fish, and maintaining approximately 
10,000 specimens living together in a 
comparatively healthful and_ safe 
marine life. —END 


GOOD FISHING ® FINE HUNTING 


PERFECT RELAXATION 
Modern Comfortable Cottages 


Write: 
HELFER’S CAMP—Panasoffkee, Fla. 
Ph. Bushnell 2922 
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is in keeping with its appearance, too. 
An angry snapper will strike like a 
snake, almost leaving the ground in 
a savage lunge at an offending object. 
The horny, sharp-edged jaws can 
inflict a severe wound. 

Common snapping turtles spend 
most of their lives in or near the 
water; but the female, when ready to 
lay eggs, leaves her lake or stream 
and rambles far back on to the land. 
There she searches out a sunny patch 
of sand or clay, where she digs a hole 
with her hind feet. In this hole she 
deposits a large number of round, 
white eggs whieh look remarkably 
like ping-pong balls. She then covers 
the hole and smooths the surface off 
neatly. After concealing the visible 
traces of her work, she returns to her 
lake or stream. 


If the eggs are not rooted out by a 
hungry king snake or a skunk, they 
will hatch in a couple of months’ 
time, and the babies will make their 


way rapidly to the body of water 
from which their female parent came. 
Not that they’ll hunt up the “old 
lady”, however; she wouldn’t recog- 
nize them at all. The little ones are 
on their own, and will begin feeding 
on tadpoles, snails, insect larvae, and 
almost anything else that they can 
find. As they grow older, they may 
catch frogs, fishes, ducklings, smaller 
turtles, crawfishes, and other crea- 


1401 Main St. 


925 Cleveland Ave. 











BE SURE TO VISIT 
PARROT JUNGLE 


RED ROAD — S. W. 57th AVE. 
ROUTE #2, BOX #190 


MIAMI, FLA. 





GREEN TAVERN 
Located on U 8 #19 — 1 mile south 
CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 

ONE OF THE FINEST EATING PLACES 


In the heart of Good Fishing 
and Hunting Section 


Norman Auto Supplies 
P. O. Box 832 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


REPLACEMENTS, PARTS AND 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 





MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM 


KEY WEST, FLORIDA’S 


Number One Tourist Attraction 





THE REEF RESTAURANT 
and 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


at 7 mile bridge—Oversea Highway 


FOR FINEST OF SALT WATER ANGLING 


MARATHON, FLORIDA 


MOODY BROTHERS 


Phone 2-1186 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 
GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 
“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED” 
SEE OUR DISPLAY 
Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
and Heating Equipment 
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<Saame pick BOKEELIA 


ON BOCILLA ISLAND 


Opposite world’s famous Boca Grande 


_— 


Bokeelia offers the same fine tarpon and snook fishing plus easy accessibility. 
No ferryboat trip necessary. Just drive your car to the north end of PINE 
ISLAND. Here for your convenience is a small community catering to your 
fishing and vacation needs. Remember summer time is tarpon time, so come 


now and visit us. 


Frank’s Motor Boats @ 


J. W. Baxter—Twin Palms Cottage Court 
Carl’s Restaurant 
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IT’S NEW 
-IT‘S OPEN! 


It’s attracting in-state and 
out-of-state attention. 


PEOPLE ARE 
MOVING THERE! 


Alligator 
Point 


On the Gulf of Mexico — 45 
Minutes from Tallahassee — 
Modern pavement all the way. 


FISHING 
THRILLS! 


BATHING 
FUN! 





BOATING 
EXCITEMENT! 
ON THE ON COASTAL 


BEACH LOT HIGHWAY 


90 Ft. x 125 to 340 Ft. 
$550.00 to $1000.00 


YOU MAKE THE TERMS! 
Contact 
HARRY MORRISON, PRES. 


PENINSULAR POINT 


INCORPORATED 
Phone 2-3570—Write P. O. Box 508 
Tallahassee, Florida 
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eee tures. Eventually they will become 
McIntosh Fishing Camp big turtles weighing 30 to 40 pounds. 
P. O. Box 177, McIntosh, Fla. The second species of “snapper” in 
BOATS—-MOTORS—BAIT—GUIDES Florida is the alligator snapping 
turtle. This gigantic creature, the 

ON BEAUTIFUL largest fresh-water turtle in the 
ORANGE LAKE world, is found in rivers of the Gulf 
drainage from the Suwannee north- 
westward around the coast. It has not 
been reported south of the Suwannee, 


FISHERMEN 


We carry a complete E 


line of supplies for your = ™ 


fiching vieeds. Whatever your sport— or in any river of the Atlantic drain- 
FISHING age. Its occurrence in the St. Mary’s 

is a good possibility, however. 
| HUNTING baie peaigt AE AEESE nee a aes 
of at leas pounds, and perhaps 
Fort Myers Hardware BATHING more. Its head is enormous, and the 
Ft. Myers, Fla. jaws have immense crushing power 
BOATING (see lower figures of photo). But the 





most remarkable thing about this 
reptile is its manner of feeding. 
First the hungry turtle conceals 








you're just a few 


Yh Ps : . . 2 
Ready d00u . = Bay minutes from it in michiged on the bottom of a lake or 
mmr stream. This it can easily do, because 
TALLAHASSEE its skin is covered with little fila- 


ments which resemble those water- 
plants called algae, and on its shell 
dense tufts of real algae grow, just 
as though the turtle were a rock! 
Thus camouflaged, the creature opens 
its mouth widely, disclosing a pinkish, 
worm-like structure on the tongue. 
This structure is set to wiggling and 
writhing, just like a worm or cater- 
pillar. Unsuspecting fishes make a 


North Florida’s Newest & Finest grap for the “bait”, and nae seized 
c rid instead by the turtle! In this unusual 

100% Air-Conditioned 
HEADQUARTERS way the alligator snapper procures 


PINE ISLAND SHORES Dilel Dywuwel most of its food, although it some- 


JEFFCOTT REALTY INVESTMENTS : times eats snails, clams, and other 
647 FIRST ST. PHONE 6-4421 in Tallahassee, Fla. slow-moving creatures that can be 
Fort Myers, Florida J. J. HELM, Manager ; 
readily caught. 


The “bait” is plainly shown in the 
lower left figure of the accompanying 
photograph. 


A new 14,000 acre Fisherman's 
Haven for tropical living now 
being developed on Pine 
Island. 

Only 25 minutes by car from 
Fort Myers, Florida. 


Future Canal Front = 
homesites available 
soon. 


“Where Sportsmen foregather”’ 





You'll Fish Harder — If You’ve Rested Well! 


1 


It’s a safe bet you'll have more zip ee Ss While both kinds of snapping 
sae a By ai ee hae as > . turtles are generally disliked by 
good night’s sleep and a hefty rege S881 TIN GS Nag Ree = fishermen, it must not be supposed 
ee ce ! : ra up Sols YY West : that they are completely worthless to 


man. Both have tasty meat, and are 
caught in large numbers for sale to 
restaurants and markets. —END 


FOR YOUR COMFORT 
& CONVENIENCE 


® Air Conditioning 





® Kitchenettes 












y ghee: 
i « The Gedd in Fishing 
® Suites to accommodate The 200 jn Hieuae : 
the entire family « The Gest in Accomoda- 2% 


tions = 
+ The edz in Hospitality y by 
Pea, LAMASSEE CHAMBER or COMMERCE pean 





TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA Z As 


At City Limits — West of Tallahassee — On Tennessee St. 
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Year round 
FISHING 


AT TROPICAL 





% 
— 


BRIDGES 


AND 


MATLACHA 


ati = Ell: 


aad ai! rise 
oag 1} a : ee 





Drive three miles north of Fort Myers 
on Tamiami Trail, then down State 
Road 78, twelve miles to Pine Island 
Bridges and Matlacha. 
The finest protected Island fishing in 
Florida. Modern charter boats at rea- 
sonable rates in a complete community 


catering to sports fishermen. 





CARL’S PLACE SUNSET TACKLE 
LEONA’S PLACE NEIL’S PLACE 
JAKE’S CAFE SWEET SHOP CAFE 


GREARY COTTAGES & TRAILER COURT 
POOLE’S APARTMENTS 


Address all reservation inquiries early to Star Route C. 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 
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Member 
Quality Courts — AAA 


100 FIRST CLASS COTTAGES 


TALLAHASSEE 


MOTOR HOTEL 


@ On a Pretty Lake 
@ Beautiful Shade 
@ Spacious Lawn 


ON U.S.27 1 MILE CENTER OF CITY 





Whether you're a 
BIG FISHERMAN— 
LITTLE FISHERMAN— 
or a 


FISHING FAMILY 
You'll be right at home 


NEAR TOWN— 
NEAR THE FISHING 


KINSEY'S 
MOTOR COURT 


PERRY HIGHWAY 
4 MILES EAST OF TALLAHASSEE 





TALLAHASSEE FEDERAL 
Savings & Loan 
Association 


Savings Insured 
Te 


$10,000.00 
By 
_ Federal Savings & Loan 
!nsurance Corp. 


3% 


DIVIDENDS 
Since Organization in 1934 


Resources $1 2,000,000.00 


115 E. Park Ave. Dial 2-0950 


4 | 
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WELL STOCKED 
INLAND LAKES OR 
RIVERS FOR FRESH 
WATER ANGLERS! 
THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 


FOR OLD SALTS! 


VOLUSI. 


COUNTY 


CHARTER BOAT “DOC M” 


New Smyrna Boat Docks 
P. O. Box 524, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea Fishing 


pS 


TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Motors and Bait 


ry 
LIGHTHOUSE FISHING LODGE 

Ponce Park, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Ph. 31172, Modern Cottages for fishermen 


4 


CHIEF MEYER’S FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea and River Fishing 
Charter and Open Parties 


Ww 


INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 


a 


ED WILLIAMS FISHING CAMP 


Inboard Motors & Row Boats 
Deep Sea Fishing with Capt. Wetherell 
20 years experience, Ph. 9944 
Wilbur-by-the-Sea, Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Ww 


PELICAN FISHING CAMP 


3216 S. Peninsular Drive 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3163 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


w 


TOM FLOWER’S FISHING GUIDE 


Beresford, Fla. 

Black Bass Fishing by appointment 
only, on the St. Johns River 

Ph. DeLand 1297-J 


Ww 


FRANK LEFILS FISHING CAMP 
Oak Hill, Fla. Ph. New Smyrna 595-M-4 
Boats, Motors, Bait, Tackle and Guides 


Ww 


HERB LOPEZ FISHING CAMP 


Oak Hill, Fla. Ph. New Smyrna 547-R-2 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Guides 


OAK HILL FISHING CAMP 


P. O. Box 183, Oak Hill, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 


Ww 


BISSIT BAY FISHING CAMP . 


RFD 2, US Highway #1 south 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors, Bait 


ww 


JONES FISH CAMP 


RFD 2, US Highway #1 south 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Bait, Motors, Tackle and Guides 


w 


GODFREY’S FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, US Highway #1 south 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats and Bait. Oysters in season 


Ww 


PACKWOOD PLACE 


6 miles south of New Smyrna on 
US #1, Box 67, Edgewater, Fla. 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Guides 


Ww 


4 MILE FISHING CAMP 


Box 243, Edgewater, Fla. 
4 miles south of New Smyrna 
Boats, Bait & Motors 


w 


RYAN’S FISHING CAMP 


New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Bait, Tackle and Motors 


w 


TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 


w 


REDLAND FISHING CAMP 


North Limits of US #1 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats and Motors. Rentals—Live Bait 











sons will 
the county judges by showing their 
permits, or proof of age, at no cost. 

That, I think, should answer Mr. 
Kinard’s questions. He observes, “I 
think the Commission is spending our 
money for no good.” That requires an 
answer, too! Especially in view of the 
fact that Mr. Kinard writes that he 
killed his two deer last year and hopes 
to do the same this year. 

We ean state flatly that if the 
commission had not spent the sports- 
men’s money as they have for the past 
few years, on such things as tagging 
systems and other _ conservation 
measures, neither Mr. Kinard nor 
any other hunter could even kill one 
deer. They would have been long 
gone, Brother! 

Nor can we see where any legiti- 
mate hunter can bicker over a system 
that takes nothing away from any 
legal hunter but does impose a limit 
on the game hog. For the legal hunter, 
the tagging system does nothing ex- 
cept guarantee him a better chance 
of bagging his share of the game. 

The only guy hurt by the tagging 
system, in my opinion, is the game 
hog. 





cackle triumphantly, Snowball cack- 
led with her. So true were his tones 
that it was impossible to tell who 
had laid the egg and who was only 
emptily boasting. Then the cackling 
done, and the hen gone off about her 
business, he’d look carefully around 
in all directions. If any of the fam- 
ily were in sight, I give my solemn 
word he’d stay on the roof quietly 
doing nothing, or call an innocent 
hello to us. But if the coast seemed 
clear, he’d dart quickly into the nest 
box, grab an egg in his beak and fly 
off to some hidden spot for the feast. 

The number of eggs he ate was al- 
most beyond my own belief—and I 
did the counting and watching. What 
to do? How to cure him? I tried ev- 
erything! I filled an empty eggshell 
with salt. He couldn’t lift it, but he 
pecked it open on the spot, tasted, 
spat and sputtered mightily, then 
cawed disdainfully and flew back to 
the nest box to wait for another-egg 
—a good one. 

I half-emptied an egg, seasoned it 
liberally with cayenne pepper and 
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sealed it with paraffin. Snowball 
sneezed, cussed and spat. But he kept 
right on stealing eggs. 

I found several snake eggs of a 
non-poisonous variety and “planted” 
them in one of the brigand’s favorite 
hen’s nests. He found the tough, 
leathery shells a mite hard to cope 
with, but he purely loved the baby 
snakes. He chuckled with delight as 
he tore at them with beak and claw. 
I looked on awe-eyed as they wrig- 
gled down that amazing gullet; the 
last one still dangling from the half- 
open beak as he flew off to watch a 
pair of robins building a nest—an- 
ticipating robin egg tidbits, no doubt. 

At last I conceived what I thought 
was a fool-proof plan; a fiendish 
scheme which might singe his whis- 
kers but would, I hoped, leave him a 
far wiser and better bird. Surely he 
could sacrifice a few whiskers if it 
meant more eggs on the breakfast 
table. 

So I set a booby-trap. On the 
ground in front of the hen-house 
door, I placed a perfectly good egg. 
Around the egg I spilled a neat lit- 
tle circle of gunpowder, trailed it a 
few feet beyond the corner of the 
small building and squatted down, 
awaitin’ and awatchin’. Soon I heard 
a flapping of wings and Snowball 
alighted on the hen-house roof. In a 
few moments he spied the bait and 
flew down. Simultaneously I applied 
the torch. The powder went off with 
a whoosh horrendous enough to 


frighten an ostrich out of his plum- 
age. Certainly, it seemed to scare the 
living daylights out of Snowball. He 
was off and away in nothing flat, 
yelling at the top of his lungs: “Hell 
...0! Hell...o0!” And the accent was 
on the first syllable and the o almost 
completely inaudible. 

I went into the house chuckling 
contentedly, satisfied that a complete 
reformation and regeneration of the 
thief had been accomplished. But, as 
with the leopard his spots, so with the 
raven. Snowball remained black of 
feather and black of character. Be- 
fore nightfall he was back stealing 
eggs, and to the end of a long, ill- 
spent life, he remained an unregen- 
erate, unrepentant, uncurable thief. 

Of course, there’s one way we could 
have saved Snowball from a thief’s 
grave—we could have sold the chick- 
ens. —END 
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A TROPICAL: WONDERLAND 
.. for fan ar nest 


THE CLEAR, cool depths of beautiful 
Wakulla Springs, near Tallahassee, invite you 
for a swim. Here gay, laughing groups of 
young folks enjoy the invigorating waters, 
bask in the friendly sun on colorful floats, or 
lounge on the beach. 


The beach house at Wakulla Springs af- 
fords individual dressing rooms and lockers, 


with separate wings for women and men. 


There are competent attendants in charge, 
and well-equipped showers for your Con 
venience. 


You will behold) tm wutter fascination, 


through glass-bottomed boats, natures un- ~ 


derwater fairyland. Here you will see the 
world’s largest spring of crystal clear water 
(reaching a maximum depth of one hundred 


and eighty-five feet) where objects are clearly » 


visible at the deepest point. The panorama, 
revealed to the occupants of the glass-bot- 
tomed boats, makes the Spring one of 
nature's wonderlands. 


Or, perhaps you will enjoy the delightful 
boat ride through a jungle teeming with 


animal, reptile and bird life. Thousands of * 


birds, rare and strange, will be seen in this 
tangled jungle with its plant foliage of berry 
reds, bronze greens and soniber moss grays, 
forming a natural game and bird’sanetuary, 


Under. the warm mid-day. sun the gators 
and huge snapping turtles enjoy their noon 
siesta on fallen logs along ‘the way, and 
sleepy. moccasins coil on the banks of the 
stream. In the soft evening.air ... silvery 
moonlight playing upon the swaying mag- 
nolias. and live-oaks . . . is revealed the 
hushed romance and glamour of the tropical, 
forest night. 

Wakulla Springs is easily reached from 
Tallahassee, ee just 14 miles south on 
State Highway 61. 


VISIT 


Wabulla Springs 


WAKULLA, FLORIDA 


29 





















Sales and Repair 












ATWATER 


and 
MERCURY 
MOTORS 


Speeds...ora 
Purring Troll 


5 h.p. 
shown 


TROWBRIDGE 
FISHING CAMP 


* 


$25.00 per day 
for up to 8 people 
INLAND FISHING 


* 


Fish and hushpuppies fried 
or lunch 
* 
Write, Wire or Phone 52231 
C. C. TROWBRIDGE — On Tamiami 
Trail 8 miles south of Ft. Myers, Fla. 


FLY ALL 
THE WAY 


Yes; why not fly all the way to your 
fishing lodge door? Let us meet you 
in an amphibian at the airport and 
deliver you to your pleasure bound 
destination. Pick your school of fish 


from the air—make a date. Then keep 
your date with a hook and line in the 
very shortest of time! 


Serving Southwest Florida’s Resort 


Islands Hotels 


AMPHIBIOUS CHARTER SERVICE 
Phone 5-7271 — Night 2-3561 


M. S. BOBST FORT MYERS, 
President FLORIDA 
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BEACH ST. 
DAYTONA 


“MOTOR DOCTORS” 


A typical Mercury... 
Hurricane of power— 
Flashing ‘‘Get-Away” 











I. W. Phillips & Co. 


Morgan & Cass Streets 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


“Strictly Wholesale” 













See your Local Dealer for 
your Fishing Tackle 





FREE! FREE! FREE! 
FISHING OR HUNTING INFORMATION 
Stop at 


MILEY’‘S GULF SERVICE 
Junction U. 8. 41 and Florida 200 
Garage HERNANDO, FLA. Road Service 
MARINE GAS AND OIL AVAILABLE 


Always Good Fishing and Hunting Near H-re 


WISHING STONE 


Open 24 Hours... 7 Days a Week 


FISHING TACKLE e REEL PARTS 
FISHING LICENSES 
BOATS AND MOTORS 
Sold All Hours 
CABINS e GAS ANC OIL 


44¢ Miles South of Inverness — U. S. 41 





AL PFLUEGER 
TAXIDERMIST 


North Miami, Fla. Box 1328 








PASCO MOTORS 
GMC PONTIAC 


Case Farm Implements 









SALES: -& SERVICE 
Phone 15 Blue 
DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


“Finest Fresh Water Fishing in Florida” 
HERKOMER’S CAMP 


Quiet and restful in beautiful Central Florida, 
¥% mile off U. 8. 41 


Furnished Housekeeping Cottages with all 
modern conveniences. 
Bait at all times and a friendly host and 
hestess. 


HERNANDO, FLORIDA 


RATES: $25 to $35 Week, Boat Included! 
BOATS e MOTORS e CABINS e GUIDES 


“A Sportsman’s Dream Come True” 
For Reservations, Write Us 


The rough rule, then, is that when 
you see many otters near civilization, 
you will know that they have come 
upon hard times in the swamplands. 
But when few otters are seen along 
the highway canals, you can be pretty 
sure that they are growing fat and 
sleek back in the farthest reaches of 
the Florida wilds. 


Years ago, there was a thriving 
otter-pelt industry in Florida, with 
high prices being paid for prime furs. 
So lucrative was the business that 
many market hunters came from as 
far away as Texas, some of them 
accompanied by their specially-train- 
ed otter hounds. Those that we knew 
were mainly greedy men who made 
good money fast by killing an almost 
incredible number of otters. But they 
spent the money just as fast as they 
made it, and soon the otter population 
was practically extinct for market 
purposes, so the hunters moved on to 
better grounds. 


Nowadays, there is a lower market 
price on otter pelts, and few people 
bother trapping them. In fact, some 
Florida hide-buyers will not even 
purchase otter pelts, claiming that 
they are not worth the trouble. In 
addition to the low market value, 
otters are hard to skin, since the hide 
comes off with very thick layers of 
fat that must be cut off before the 
hide can be marketed. 

To see an otter swimming in the 
water is like attending your own 
private circus. They love to play, and 
will romp and slide up and down the 
banks and through the water like a 
bunch of boys in a forbidden water 
hole, wrestling and fighting with 
each other as they tumble over and 
over. Two or three of them will often 
gang up on another otter and stage a 
running battle that occasionally 
passes quickly from play to anger and 
back again, as it often does in humans. 

Otters scream at each other when 
they are angry, and the scream is a 
loud, high-pitched sound that will set 
your teeth on edge. Other otter talk 
varies from a hoarse, coughing bark 
when they are annoyed or disturbed 
by a human being, to chirps and 
chuckles when they are happy, pleased 
or trying to coax something from you. 

Otters swim like streaks of black 
light, using any or all of their four 
webbed feet, as well as their flat tails, 
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to propel themscives through the 
water. They also use an undulating 
motion of the body, which starts at 
the head and ripples sinuously to the 
tip of the tail, as they swim. They 
swim on both their backs and 
stomachs, and spend about half of 
their time above the water and the 
remainder below the surface. Cur- 
iously enough, they seem to have a 
habit of using their right forefoot in 
a sidearm motion when they swim in 
shallow water where their hind feet 
cannot be used well. In deeper water, 
they use their hind feet, primarily 
the right one, to propel themselves, 
and then use the forefeet to steer 
themselves. 


Two other notable habits of swim- 
ming otters is that they swim under 
water with their eyes open, and that 
they release two constant streams of 
tiny bubbles, one from each corner of 
the mouth, as they swim underwater. 
This latter habit is a dead giveaway 
when otters are trying to escape, for 
you can trace their paths underwater 
just as far as you can see the bubbles. 

But, as playful as they are, wild 
otters are nothing to fool with, for 
they can easily kill a dog with several 
bites of their powerful jaws. In addi- 
tion, they are so very quick and supple 
that they are dangerous to handle 
when they are angry or excited. 


Contrary to what you might expect, 
Florida otters do not actually live in 


the water, as beavers and other sim- 
ilar animals do. They must, however, 
live very near the water since they 


(Continued on Page 34) 


TROPICAL BIRD & MONKEY FARM 


Florida’s Greatest Show Place 
3600 N.W. 79th St. on Route to Hialeah 


Race Track. Phene 88-4131 
MIAMI, FLA. 


BRING YOUR CAMERA 
Admission 52c Tax Included 





RPAPRBPPPPPPPPPRPRPRERPRPRPREPPP*"P 
MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 
Send 10c for brochure and pricelist—listing 
care, feeding, and housing of 11 most popular 
varieties, and their characteristics. 


All kinds of birds, animals, and reptiles 
for sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 27th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 
PAP PPP PPI III ID IDI IDS 


Brown Chevrolet Inc. 
So. Tamiami Trail Ph. 318 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


Genuine Chevrolet Parts 


NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS 
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Smith Bicycle & Sporting Goods 


A Full Line of Sporting Goods. Fishing Tackle. 
COMPLETE BICYCLE REPAIRS 


Keys Made, Repairing of Safes and Guns 
1106 Tampa St., Tel. 2-1370, Tampa, Florida 





NEW MODERN CABINS 


SUTTON‘’S LODGE 
NEW HOTEL BEDS 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
BAIT - MOTORS - BOATS - GUIDES 
“Follow the signs east of Hernando” 
ON LAKE TSALA APOPKA 





S & K SPORTS STORE 


106 E. Main St. — Lakeland, Florida 
COMPLETE LINE OF SPORTING GOODS 


REEL REPAIRS 







“STEVE” “HARRY” 


MAIL OR BRING 


GREY & DINGUS REALTORS 


Or Write P. O. Box 475 
Phone 2-3621 
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 
WE SPECIALIZE IN RIVER FRONT LOTS 
AND LARGE ACREAGE TRACTS 


CARL HATCHER 
FISHERY 


HUDSON, FLORIDA 


Wholesaler in all kinds of Salt Water 
Fish in Season 


»sWANTED 
* 


Skunks, Fox, Raccoons, Wild- 
cats, Civet Cats, Opossoum, 
Armadillos, Snakes, Baby Tur- 
tles, Foreign Animals. 


Send postcard for details. 


* 
WILD ANIMALS, INC. 


Silver Springs, Florida 
Phone 1204 


Target Shooters -- Reloaders 


Hunters 
NEW AND USED ARMS AND SUPPLIES 
New B.S.A. Martini International Target Rifle, 


adjustable butt plate. Mershon no slip butt 
plate $155.00 


New Unerth 24x63 Spotting Scope $80.00 


Good Used Winchester Target Rifle, Lyman 
and Marble sights $80.00 


Freeland Rifle Kits $15.00 
Pistol Primers $10.00 per thousand 
The Gun Digest (worth $5.00)—$1.50 


The Ideal Lock Shop, Inc. 


Sales — FIREARMS — Repairs 
227 S. W. First Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 








TRIPLE Your Hits with... 


$495 


The only AUTOMATIC SLINGSHOT! 
No reaching for ammunition. 

BBs drop from handle 

into Pouch! 







Complete, 

incl. FREE #9 
Starting load. ig 

We pay postage. [335 

Fast . . Accurate . . Powerful. @ 

Hits pests, target with machine % 
gun speed. 


Money Back Guarantee 






Order Today. FLORIDA DEPT. 
TROPICAL SALES, Box 35, Miami 33, Fla. 


Seat 35 re Sas SN SRR. - 


that for 44 years has endeavored to increase 
your fishing pleasure .... 


COME SEE US SOMETIME 


GENE’S TACKLE 
510 Ballough Rd. Daytona Beach, Fla. 












<o —4 “~“ lal — a — 


( FLORIDA'S | 
FOREMOST 
ATTRACTION ) 


OnU.S. ee hs 
In South Daytona 








. Famous Pape 

{ PORPOISES 
LiveFish Shakes 
Turtles A\\igators 


a a ee a a a Se 


GUIDED TOURS 
SOUVENIRS ~ SNACK BAR 


“OPEN 8105:30 DAILY & SUN. 
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LEON COUNTY 


(Continued from Page 23) 
Poi Lh ea 
are peanut and corn fields, the dove 
is at its best. Incidentally, the sand 
ponds in these same unfenced lands 
are open to anglers all year around. 


Last year, with the exception of 
squirrels, Leon County had more 
game than in recent years. Particu- 
larly good was the duck and goose 
hunting on Lakes Iamonia, Jackson 
and Munson. Lake Iamonia is, without 
a doubt, one of the best duck hunting 
grounds in the state. Every hunting 
season this area is loaded with hun- 
dreds of nimrods. Members of the 





World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 
good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
suades: Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 








information write to the business men listed below. 


REDFISH W 
PASS 






4 SOUTH SEAS 
-\PLANTATION 


f 2 PINE ISLAND 
ey SOUND 


STRAM sHoP 


g AN 
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SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


CASA YBEL—Shell hunting, fishing resort 
and cottage colony. Excellent food. A 
Howard Dayton Hotel. 

ISLAND INN—On the beach overlooking 
the gulf. Informal atmosphere. Re- 
stricted clientele. 


COCKERELL APARTMENTS— Overnight 
guests. Shells. Apartments. 


HIER’S COTTAGES— Modern, new. Year 
round. On the Gulf. 


MITCHELL’S COTTAGES—On the water. 
Rooms with bath. P. O. Captiva. Year 
round. 

OSTER’S—Waterfront cottages, overnight 
rooms. P. O. Captiva. Yearly. 


LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping cot- 
tages. Elizabeth Low, Owner. 


TULIPA WAY APARTMENTS — Com- 
fortably furnished. On the gulf. Mrs. 
John Slocumb. 


ETHEL SYNDER’S GIFT SHOP — Gulf 
shore gifts. Sportswear. 
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MISS SUSIE II— Deep sea fishing trips. 
Jake Stokes, Owner. 

SANIBEL PACKING CO.—Bailey’s Store. 
Dealers in general merchandise. Gro- 
ceries. Fishing Tackle. Gasoline. 


JACK’S PLACE— Sandwiches, beer, cold 
drinks. House parties booked at house 
or at hotels. 


“SCRAPS” CHARTER BOAT—Esperanza 
Woodring. Small boat fishing. Bird and 
nature trips. Inside water only. 

THE BEACH HOUSE — Lodging. Year 
round. 

CASA MARINA—Sanibel cafe and cot- 
tages. 


Ww 


CAPTIVA DIRECTORY 


GULF VIEW INN—Small hotel. 
can plan. Dining hall on gulf. 

ENGLE’S COTTAGES — Modern, 
pletely equipped. Year round. 


ANDY’S PIER—Boats, bait, guides, beer. 
Cottages. 


Ameri- 


com- 


eee 


shotgun clan have also had remark- 
able success in bagging ducks on Lake 
Munson. 


It was reported last year that good 
bags of wood ducks, mallards, teals 
and ringnecks were taken from all of 
these lakes, as well as Canadian and 
Blue geese. It has only been in recent 
years that geese started coming to 
Leon County in great numbers and it 
is predicted that eventually Leon 
County will be one of the acknowl- 
edged top goose hunting areas in the 
state. 


Perhaps the best hunting place of 
all is the Apalachicola National 
Forest, 122,573 acres of which is in 
Leon County. More than 105,000 acres 
of this is in the main forest, while 
17,337 acres belong to private indi- 
viduals. There is only one game refuge 
in the entire area, Simmons Pasture 
of 35,000 acres which is closed to 
hunting. The 70,600 other acres in the 
forest and that private property which 
is not posted is open to hunters. 


Forest authorities say that the most 
abundant game in this section of Leon 
County is rabbit and raccoon, while 
the following game is found in goodly 
numbers throughout the entire forest: 
quail, squirrel, duck, turkey and deer. 
Occasionally a few goose flocks have 
been seen in and around the sand 
ponds in this area. 

Several Wildlife Officers in the 
area have reported that the wildlife 
is increasing here, and the overflow 
from the Simmons Pasture breeding 
ground has served well in the basic 
development of wildlife resources. The 
other breeding ground in Leon County 
is the Tallahassee Municipal golf 
course, where no hunting is allowed. 

The St. Marks River also holds 
another duck ground area for hunters 
in the various swamplands of the river 
run, with mallards, wood ducks and 
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occasionally geese reported killed in 
the confines of the river. 

Other open areas include the un- 
fenced lands around the chain of 
Bradford Lakes which are good for 
duck, squirrel, turkey, a few deer and 
some quail. There are also small plots 
around Lake Talquin, where coveys of 
quail, flocks of turkey and herds of 
deer have been seen this summer. The 
section around the twin lakes of Silver 
and Cypress should be a good turkey 
hunting domain this fall. 

A plot of land, formerly known as 
the Hodges place, between Lake Jack- 
son and the Ochlockonee River is 
another open area with probably more 
quail than in any other section of the 
county. There are also turkey and 
deer in this several thousand acre 
tract. 

Dove shoots around Woodville seem 
to be the best sport for the hunting 
clan in southeast Leon. Usually the 
landowners hold the shoots once a 
week during the hunting season. 
Groups of six to 10 persons start out 
about 3 p.m. late in the season and 
often the limit is reached before the 
cease-fire time set by law. Large 
peanut and corn farms are likely the 
real factor in dove returning to this 
area year after year. 

The trip throughout Leon County 
proved several things. I found that 
Leon County has good hunting facili- 
ties and the game to back these oppor- 
tunities up. But the most significant 
disclosure of the journey was the un- 
deniable verification of Leon’s great 
fishing. Our little group landed some 
big ones and we saw bigger ones, 
and the natives asserted that there 
were still bigger ones—bigger even 
than the 1634 pound bass caught by 
the colored woman. They dared us, 
though, to try and land them. That’s 
when we left. I thought I’d leave that 
dare for you experts who know the 
sport a lot better than I do. —END 
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TWILIGHT 
FISH CAMP 


P.O. Box #23 
LAKE JEM, FLORIDA 


Camp located at the dam on road # 448 
on Apopka Canal 


BOATS MOTORS LIVE BAIT 


JACK’S FISH CAMP 
Lane Park P. O. Box #476 
TAVARES, FLORIDA 


On Beautiful Lake Harris 


BOATS + MOTORS 
TACKLE ;¢ BAIT 


SHORT ORDERS AND 
REFRESHMENTS 


NATURE'S GIANT 
FISH BOWL 


ON?-U:.S. “No, 49 
HOMOSASSA SPRINGS, 
FLORIDA 
See it!!! There’s 
Nothing like it 
in the World 


“The Place To Fish’’ 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 
high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 
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BINOCULARS 


® THE OPTICAL PERFECT 
BINOCULAR 
you have waited for, now at a 
J price you can afford. 

@ Designed and engineered to 
withstand a lifetime of 
enjoyment, 

@ Precision made in every detail. 

@ Center focusing that gives you 
finger tip adjustment. 











{Includes Fed. Tax, 
genuine leather 
case and straps. 

- fy E E y 1 YEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEE 

¢ FOR OPTICAL ALIGNMENT. 
10 days trial, complete satisfaction, 
or your money refunded. 
$2 deposit required on C.O.D.’s Cash orders prepaid 


JEWELL OPTICAL REPAIR 


26 Sunnyside Road, West Orange, New Jersey 











PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 





For your Outboard: _ 
ee Motor... : 7 
Va Dade - Scze 


civies 


HUG UL 


seavicté 






nearest 
| Cities Service 
: Dealer 





Here are two lubricants 
which have been specifically 
designed and packaged for 
outboard motor use. The 
half-pint can gives you 
measured oil with no left- 
overs. Use these modern pro- 
ducts for top performance. 


ORANGE STATE OIL CO. 


Cities Service in Florida 
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Fox 
tiles, Fave 
and Barts 


eae 2 
SCOTT-ATWATER 


Motors in Southwest Florida 












Drop in at the 


ECONOMY REPAIR SHOP 
Ft. Myers 
527 E. First St., Ph. 4-4752 













BOYETTE CYCLE SHOP 


2312 Citrus St. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
Phone 5-1138 


Air Cooled Motors. Outboard Motor Service 
LAWN MOWER AND BICYCLE SERVICE 














SEE 
“The Lost World Underwater” 
RAINBOW SPRINGS 
on U. S. 41 
4 miles North of Dunnellon 


Through the glass portion of these specially- 
designed submarine boats you’ll see thousands 
of fish—more than 40 different species vary- 
ing in size from tiny fingerlings to giant 20- 
pound large-mouth bass which seem suspend- 
ed in space until they burst into furious life 
in chase of a tempting bream or golden 
shiner. 

Rainbow Springs is the ideal place to study 
the habits of bass, bream and other sporting 
fish. Here you may leisurely learn where the 
fish feed, when they feed, and how they 
strike. 

Enjoy the comfort of our rustic cottages, the 
excellent food served in beautiful Rainbow 
Lodge, and treat yourself to the wonderful 
bass fishing in nearby waters. We arrange 
for guides and boats. 


FOLLOW THE WILDLIFE 
IN A STETSON 


No other hat is so well adapted to rugged use 
in the great outdoors. 





Pictured, the Stetson Texan 3X Beaver, $15.00 


This hat has been approved and is being worn by 
many State Wildlife Officers. 
The 3X gives you 60% Beaver content, a tightly felted, 
hard wearing, serviceable hat. 


ADAMS CITY HATTERS 


620 TAMPA STREET 
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PLAYBOYS 


(Continued from Page 31) 





spend most of their day in it, feeding, 
swimming and playing. When pos- 
sible, they always sleep dry at night, 
retiring to dens near the water. Their 
dens are occasionally in hollow logs, 
such as cypress, or in tussocks of dead 
vegetation which has fallen into and 
around cypress knees. In other locali- 
ties, otters may den in abandoned 
alligator caves, or dig their own dens 
by tunnelling into a bank, digging 
upward from near the water line so 
that their beds will always be dry. 


The den itself is usually lined with 
dry, dead vegetation, such as bull 
ferns or fire flags. In the absence of 
such dead material, otters will often 
cut suitable vegetation themselves, 
chewing it neatly off near the ground 
and then dragging it into the den to 
make their beds. 


Before an otter retires to the den, 
incidentally, he will often rub himself 
dry by wallowing in vegetation. An- 
other curious habit is that when an 
otter has an itch he will scratch him- 
self like a dog, using a hind foot or 
biting into the fur. 


Female and male otters very seldom 
live or travel together, except during 
the mating season. So far as we have 
been able to discover, only the wild 
males live together in a herd, usually 
three to five animals in a group, 
sleeping in a common cave and feeding 
together. Like many bachelor abodes, 
a caveful of male otters often sounds 
like a boiler factory when a squabble 
or brawl begins. At such times, the 
squeaking, snarling and screaming 
that arises from the cave may be 
plainly heard some distance away. 

Female otters, on the other hand, 
very seldom live or travel together, 
preferring to live by themselves with 
their young. As a matter of fact, a 
female otter will not allow another 
otter, or any other animal, to come 
near her young until they are old 
enough to shift for themselves. 

After mating, the female otter 
travels alone until she finds an iso- 
lated pond or stream where there is 
a good supply of water and food. She 
then dens in and eventually bears her 
litter, usually giving birth to three 
kittens the first year, and four there- 
after. Although mother otters in the 
wilds may often be seen with only 
one or two kittens, it seems evident 
to us that the remainder of the litter 

(Continued on Page 37) 
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THE FLAMINGO 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE & RESTAURANT 
Maud & Gil Spence Phone 2551 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 


STEAKS, SEAFOOD, KEY LIME PIE 
Food cooked especially for You 
Modern Cabins, Hot & Cold Water 


THE HEART OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 





REED’S SERVICE STATION 
U. S. Highway #41 Phone 39-1057 
Rt. 1, Box 247 LUTZ, FLORIDA 


In the heart of the best fishing territory in 
Florida—Land O’ Lakes. Complete lubrica- 
tion, tire repairs, new tires and batteries, 
battery charging, fish worms, nic-nacks and 
soft drinks. Try me and you’ll come back. 


SIM’S HARDWARE 


1039 S. Florida Ave. 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


For quality Sporting Goods try SIM’S 
HARDWARE, and for your Bag Limit try 
Game and Fish Conservation. 


MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 


HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 
ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 





HALL HARDWARE & TACKLE 


FISHING TACKLE — BAIT OF EVERY MAKE 


PAINT — HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
AMMUNITION — GUNS 


221 Magnolia Ave. Tampa, Florida 


TALLAHASSEE MOTOR HOTEL 


100 TOP-GRADE COTTAGES 
U. S. 27, Alternate 90—1 Mile Downtown 
IN THE CENTER OF EXCELLENT FRESH 
AND SALT WATER FISHING 
GOOD HUNTING 





WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 


IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 


Cages — Feed — Seed -- Supplies 


eae em 








LAKE SIDE INN 


MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 


BOATS, BAIT, MOTORS, 
GUIDES 


FINEST HOTEL 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
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CAldlife Trading Yost——— 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sepo?ts equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 10c a word per insertion, payable in 
adyince. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $1.50. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
nutnbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 





FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE — GILBERT'S 
HAPPY CONTENT WIGGLING, RED 
WATER WORMS—1,000 Worms, $5.00; 
2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms packed 100 
to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received. 
Prepaid —_GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIP- 
LEY, FLORIDA. 


GUN REPAIRS 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold 
bluing process on double barrel shot 
guns; hot dip on other guns. New, sec- 
ond-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smoke- 
less powder, percussion caps, primers, 
factory ammo., sights and other acces- 
sories. Come and see us. Palm Har- 
bour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write 
us about your needs. Bradley & Fought 
Gun Shop, P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re- 
bluing, plating, re-stocking, sights, 
scopes, recoil pads. Bonafide dealer’s 
trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 


DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS 
— The All Purpose Dog you’ve read 
about. PUREBRED BEAGLES. Puppies 
usually. All dogs registered in A. K. C. 
LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha. Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


POINTER PUPS, livers and lemons, 2 to 
4 months, finest blood lines but not reg- 
istered. $75; some cheaper. Peters Ranch, 
Rt. 5, Box 45, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
Phone 2-7569. 


DEER HOUNDS—Red Bobe, Black and 
Tan, also 4 months puppies. All guar- 
anteed. W. B. (Dick) Makinson, Kissim- 
mee Hardware with Horse out front. 


REGISTERED Pointers, Setters. Several 
professionally trained. For information 
write J. J. Jones, Crystal River, Fla. 


WANTED STUD SERVICE 
WANTED to locate nearest Redbone 
Stud. Bert Butler, Walton County, Point 
Washington, Florida. 


EXCHANGE OR SWAP 


WILL SWAP twelve months old Pointer 
Puppy (Grandson High Sheriff-Texas 
Ranger) for late model 2% horse power 
Johnson sea horse motor. R. Betts, 317 
S. 5th St., Columbus, Miss. 


WANTED TO BUY 


WANTED: Female Irish Setter pup of 
registered stock. P. O. Box 553, Sebring, 
Florida. 


SITUATION WANTED 


FARM MANAGER AND OPERATOR. 
Interested in agricultural production 
program stressing land use and soil and 
wildlife conservation. 20 years’ experi- 
ence producing general farm crops, live- 
stock and fruit. B.S. (1949) Agricultural 
Engineering. Soils. MS. in Agriculture 
(1951) Agronomy, Wildlife Management. 
Write Box # A-1 c/o Trading Post, 
Florida Wildlife Magazine. 


REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sports- 
man’s Paradise, fishing camps, river 
front homes, groves, business opportuni- 
ties. E. J. TEeRONDE, Crescent City, Fla. 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 


15 acres on Lake Bradley. 12 acres 
cleared, three acres in woods. Best site 
for truck farming. Paved road. Write 
P. O. Box 231, Floral City, Fla. 


FOR SALE—5 acres and modern home 
on one of Florida’s best fishing lakes. 
Best land for citrus or truck farming. 
Paved road, lights and water. Write Box 
231, Floral City, Fla. 


COTTAGES 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking 
facilities, Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, 
boats and bait. Box 388, Tarpon Springs. 
Phone 2473. 


RABBITS & PHEASANTS FOR SALE 


MAKE MONEY RAISING RABBITS 
AND PHEASANTS. We sell rabbit breed- 
ers and buy back your fryers. Also sell 
ringneck pheasants. Hausmann Rab- 
bitry, 1305 E. Sligh Ave., Tampa, Fla. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild 
Ducks, Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varie- 
ties. DAVIS & GIST, McIntosh, Fla. 
Florida Permit #25, Federal #33208. 





WHY NOT 
SUBSCRIBE 
TO 


Florida Wildlife 
Florida’s Only Outdoor Magazine 
Only $1.00 Per Year 
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BILLION DOLLAR 


(Continued from Page 9) 


$400 figure. We might point out that 
non-resident hunters and fishermen 
spend an average well above this 
figure. 

So much for the $400. If that is es- 
tablished as the average individual 
expenditure we can go on to show 
proof of our claims made at the be- 
ginning of this article. 

First, let’s consider 
fishing and hunting. 

Last year, as we said, about 100,- 
000 persons bought licenses to hunt. 


fresh water 


There were others who hunted but 
who were exempted from purchasing 
a license. Therefore, there obviously 
were more than 100,000 persons who 
actually hunted. However, as we said, 
we are going to be ultra conserva- 
tive, so we won’t count any of these 
who were unlicensed. 

Multiply $400 by 100,000 hunters 
and we get an annual expenditure for 
hunting of $40,000,000. 

There were roughly 280,000 fresh 
water fishing licenses sold last year, 
but in this case we cannot overlook 
the unlicensed folks for so many are 
exempted in this state. Under present 
laws, children under 15, persons over 
65, and all persons who fish in their 


GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 
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home counties with cane poles, are 
exempt. 


The “cane pole” provision alone 
has been estimated to exempt more 
than half the actual number of fresh 
water fishermen. 

So, if we discount all the elderly 
folks and all the kids entirely, and 
count only a number of cane pole fish- 
ermen equal to the license buyers, 
we can figure 560,000 fresh water 
fishermen. Multiply this number by 
the $400 and we have $224,000,000! 

Simple addition then gives us an 
income from fresh water fishing and 
hunting in Florida of $264,000,000 
each year. 


And we might stop right here to 
point out one item that we discovered 
while doing the research for this ar- 
ticle. Since we have discounted fig- 
ures all along the way here, it is likely 
that the income from Florida hunt- 
ing and fresh water fishing is ac- 
tually well in excess of $300,000,000 
per year. If we take this figure, and 
compare it with the receipts of the 
State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, we find that the protec- 
tion, management, perpetuation—in 
fact, all the administration of these 
sports costs only one half of one per 
cent of the total annual revenue de- 
rived from them! 


In other words, to carry on the 
management of these sports we spend 
less than one two-hundredth of the 
income! 


But of course, fresh water fishing 
and hunting are only the smaller part 
of the overall picture of hunting and 
fishing in Florida. Florida’s salt 
waters are the most popular in the 
country, and they are the basis for 
the real income from sports fishing. 

Since we have no salt water fishing 
license in this state, the only thing 
we can do is to estimate. But on the 
basis of hundreds of questions asked, 
thousands of miles travelled, check- 
ing with the State and local chambers 
of commerce, and other research by 
this writer, and information furn- 
ished by other sourees, we have ar- 
rived at some pretty reliable figures. 

There can be no doubt whatever 
but what at least a half million Flor- 
idians go fishing in our salt waters 
with some regularity. Likewise there 
can be no doubt but what we have at 
least a million and a half visitors 
who fish at one time or another. 


In this case, since more than half 
the fishermen are from other states, 
there can be no doubt but that the 
average expenditure that can be 
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traced back to fishing and/or hunting 
is at least the $400 per year. 


Thus we can add to our previous 
figure of $264,000,000, two million 
more fishermen times the $400, or 
another $800,000,000! 

This gives us a total of more than 
one billion dollars a year spent for 
fishing and hunting in Florida! 

Divide this sum by the total popu- 
lation of the state and you get the 
round figure of $335 per person per 
year that we mentioned at the be- 
ginning. 

The total of course, also gives us 
the ten percent of the total for the 
country according to Carhart that 
we mentioned earlier. 

For further support of the above 
figures, we refer you to the national 
manufacturers of fishing tackle. Find 
out for yourself how much of their 
production comes into this state. The 
answer will surprise you! 

Check with the State Chamber of 
Commerce and you'll find that the 
second most-asked question at the in- 
formation booth at the state line is 
about where and how to fish. No 
other resource draws as many people 
to this state as do our fish and game 
with the exception of our climate. 

However, climate without recrea- 
tion isn’t enough. No informed person 
will doubt that our tourist business 
would be cut in half at once if we 
suddenly lost all our fish and game. 

All in all, fishing and hunting is 
undoubtedly a big business in the 
United Staies. 

But if you want to see where they 
are REALLY BIG business just take 
a look at Florida! We’ve surely got a 
Billion Dollar Baby! —END 


“Dear, I'll bet you'll never guess what 
Junior brought home today and put in the 
bathtub.” 
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was probably lost, either in birth or 
thereafter. 

The mother otter always keeps her 
kittens entirely within the den for 
about two months. If one of the 
youngsters falls out of the den dur- 
ing this period, she will promptly 
pick it up by the scruff of the neck 
and return it to the den. 

There are more males than females. 

When the young come out of the 
den for the first time, at the age of 
about 60 days, they already have their 
eyes open, and soon begin to learn 
their first lessons in life. The mother 
teaches her kittens to swim, catch 
their food, and mind their otter 
manners. She often punishes them 
for disobeying or annoying her, or 
failing to come at her call. 

The mother otter tends strictly to 
her family affairs until her kittens 
are at least six months old and able 
to take care of themselves. 


During our years of studying 


otters, we have seen them as far south 
as Florida City and Jewfish Creek, 
and as far out to sea as Little Marco 
Island, situated in the open Gulf of 


Mexico 12 miles out from Naples on 
the lower west coast. Although we did 
not actually see any otters on the 
island, we did discover many of their 
distinctive tracks on the beach. We 
are, of course, very familiar with 
otter tracks, which are more or less 
round and show distinct webs between 
the stubby toes. 


Florida otters do not mind salty 
water, and during the dry months 
often live in areas where both salt 
and fresh water are available, where 
they feed in saltwater bays and inlets 
and utilize freshwater alligator caves 
for denning. 


Another curious thing about otters 
is that they are not afraid to go into 
alligator holes, even when the alli- 
gators are at home. The ’gators do 
not seem to pay any attention at all 
to the otters. We have never under- 
stood why we have never found an 
otter in an alligator stomach, although 
we have often found that an alligator 
has caught and eaten animals such 
as ’coons and ’possums. Perhaps the 
otter is just too fast and smart for 
the hungry alligator! 

So when you put it all together, you 
find that the Florida otter is a most 
curious person. He is unquestionably 
the “playboy of the swamplands.” 
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Don’t overlook the marsh hen! Although 
not as popular as quail, dove, and turkey, 
the marsh hen is a first rate game bird, and 
youre really missing a bet if you haven't 
been getting your share of marsh hen 
hunting. 

Most of Florida’s marsh hen hunting is 
done in Nassau, Duval, and St. Johns Coun- 
ties, though the marsh hen, or clapper rail, 
occurs around the whole state coastline. 
Strictly a marsh bird, you'll only find it in 
salt and brackish areas. There the marshes 
offer such good protection and the bird is 
so reluctant to flush that it can usually be hunted with 
any real success only during high tides. That’s the reason 
most of the hunting is done in the three northernmost 
counties on Florida’s east coast. In that area, normal high 
tides between mid-September and mid-November prac- 
tically cover the marshes. The careful hunter will have 
to notice wind as well as tide, however, since a north- 
easter may pile up the tides to give an extra day or so 
of shooting, while strong southwest winds may knock out 
an expected shoot by preventing high waters. In other 
parts of the state, marsh hen shooting is on a rather hap- 
hazard basis, since the necessary high tides generally come 
only with storms. 

Marsh hen hunting is generally done from a boat, pushed, 
poled, or paddled through the marsh at high tide. Gen- 
erally two men hunt together, so that one shoots while 
the other handles the boat. The system is to go from one 
clump of marsh extending above the water to the next 
and shoot the birds as they flush. Rafts of dead and 
matted marsh vegetation usually carry birds too, so that 
these should not be bypassed. 

Marsh hens will not show the speed of dove or quail 
nor the sagacity of turkey, but there is plenty of sport 
involved. Shooting from a small boat or canoe adds a 
zest of its own, too, and once you've poled a boat for 
your friend to get an hour or so of shooting, you'll agree 
that there is plenty of exercise. 

Once in the bag, proper preparation will make the marsh 
hen a real delicacy. They should be skinned and soaked 
overnight in strong salt water before cooking. 

Since it is a migratory bird, regulations relating to marsh 
hen hunting are made by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and adopted by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission. This year the daily bag limit is 15, and the 
season will run from 15 September through 13 November. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Hunting from a motor boat, inboard or outboard engine, is 
prohibited. 

The marsh hen is a medium-sized bird, 12 to 14 inches 
long, with moderately long legs, neck and bill. The upper 
parts are a dark grayish olive brown, the breast and 
stomach are grayish buff, and the flanks are barred with 
black and white. Though it may be seldom seen, the marsh 
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hen is certainly heard readily enough. At 
low tide especially, almost any sudden noise 
will set off a clacking chorus through the 
marsh as one bird after another joins in. 
This characteristic may be less pronounced 
in the west coast birds. 

Marsh hen food consists very largely of 
animal matter, such as small crabs, fiddlers, 
small minnows and shrimp, insects and peri- 
winkles. Remarkable as it may seem, the 
marsh hen is able to swallow these hard 
little conchs whole. They are then crushed 
and broken within the gizzard. At lew tide 
marsh hens often come out on exposed creek banks to 
teed. 

While usually preferring to run or walk about, marsh hens 
can swim as well as fly. In fact, if not killed cleanly, they 
will often escape by diving and swimming under water. 

The nesting season begins in March and continues through 
July or into early August. Marsh hens are generally con- 
sidered to lay two clutches, and will almost certainly lay 
two or more times if the eggs are destroyed. Generally, about 
nine eggs are laid per clutch. They are creamy buff, marked 
with brown and lilac spots. Incubation takes about 14 days, 
and the young leave the nest soon after hatching. Small 
marsh hens are quite attractive, looking somewhat like baby 
chicks, all covered with shiny jet-black down. 

The nest itself is a platform, depressed on top, made of 
marsh grass and rushes and fastened to the surrounding 
vegetation. Often the birds make a sort of loose canopy over 
the nest by bending and fastening the leaves and stems of 
nearby plants. The nests are usually placed two or three 
inches to a foot or so above the water, but often an extra 
high tide will flood and destroy great numbers of nests 
and eggs. 

Natural enemies such as crows, minks, coons, and crabs, 
take their toll of eggs and young, but many more birds are 
lost to storms and high tides than in any other way. If these 
birds were not able to breed so successfully in spite of all 
these difficulties it is certain that there would be very little 
marsh hen hunting. As it is, most marshes have at least 
fair numbers of birds, and hunters are pretty successful. It 
is estimated that between 50,000 and 60,000 hens are 
bagged each year in Florida. 

If you’re an old marsh hen hunter, it won't take any 
urging to get you out on the marsh every time there’s a 
big tide to help get the birds up. If you haven’t hunted 
marsh hens before, then plan to do so. You'll find it mighty 
attractive shooting, along with the enjoyment of being out 
on the marsh when the days are just beginning to freshen 
and cool off a bit. Marsh henning is fine hunting! 
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LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS & SERVICES YOU’LL WANT TO KNOW ABOUT 





FISH CAMPS, BOATS, ETC. OUTBOARD MOTORS—SALES & SERVICE 
MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON Mercury Motors—Sales & Service 
Boats—Bait—Motors—Tackle ACME INDIAN SALES, INC. 

Old Quincy Highway—7'2 Miles N. Tallahassee 213 E. Tenn. Ph. 2-4589 
Light, Dry Boats—Phone 2-7872 Ben Moore, Service Manager 
GIDDEN’S FISH CAMP, LAKE JACKSON Cris-Craft Outboard Motors 
Bait—Boats—Tackle—Motors ZEIGLER SUPPLY CO. 
Old Quincy Hwy—8 Miles N. Tallahassee 117 E. Jefferson Ph. 2-3938 
Courteous Service—Phone 22-6066 Guns—Ammunition—Fresh & Salt Water Tackle 
MILLER’S BOAT LANDING, LAKE JACKSON Evinrude Motors—Sales & Service 
Good Boats & Fishing ‘‘Know How’”’ BUDDY’S HARDWARE & SPORTING GOODS 
Clyde Miller, Mgr., Route 1, Tallahassee West Florida’s most complete Fishing Supply 


203 S. M . Ph. 2- 
LAKE IAMONIA LODGE onroe St. Ph. 2-8357 


Bait—Boats—Motors—Tackle 


20 Mi. N. Tallahassee—20 Mi. S. Thomasville ia 
Billy Moncrief, Rte 1, Tallahassee Ls cena aha Sata 


‘ 5, SPORES. OU EL OO! R. C. Cola—Picnic Coolers 
ante ania’ Gee "Ol & aceeeuiag ROYAL CROWN BOTTLING CO. 
’ , aos 210 Oakland Ave. Ph. 2-1765 
. Lake Talquin Rd. 22 Miles W. Tallahassee . 
** Coke ” 
LIVE BAIT, TACKLE & FISHING SUPPLIES TALLAHASSEE COCA COLA BOTTLING CO. 
THE FISHERMAN’S CORNER S. Monroe St. Ph. 2-0480 
Tennessee at Bronough St. 
Live Batt Any Timer aay eee FOOD & REST WILL MAKE YOU FIGHT ‘EM 
SMITH OILS, INC. From a Sandwich to a Complete Dinner 
“On Your Way to Lake Jackson” BOWMAN’S RESTAURANT 
Red Smith, N. Monroe St. Ph. 2-2741 1925 N. Monroe St. Ph. 2-9155 
SPORTSMAN’S INN Delicious Lunches—Refreshing Drinks 
Wakulla Rd. at City Limits MUTT & JEFF’S DRIVE IN 
Eats—Bait—Tackle—Gas—Oil Thomasville Rd. & 7th Ave. Ph. 2-4492 


S. Monroe St. 24-Hour Service ——— 
——__—_—__—___—— Sportsman’s Headquarters 
HOLLEY’S MINNOW POOLS BOWMAN’S AUTO COURT 
Live Bait—Minnows & Worms 1925 N. Monroe St. Ph. 3-0430 
8 Miles Tallahassee—Lake Talquin Rd. 


KEEP ‘EM FRESH WITH ICE 


FISHING TACKLE & EQUIPMENT GAPtTAds Grit AOR OO! 
KENT HARDWARE Crushed & Block—Picnic Chests 
“Fish are tickled with our tackle’ S. Adams St. Ph. 2-2470 


619 N. Monroe St. Ph. 2-4160 ——_——__—_—_——_ 
MIDDLE FLORIDA ICE CO. 


TERRY-ROSA HARDWARE CO. ICE—SERVICE—PICNIC CHESTS 
Guns—Tackle—Ammunition 1910 St. Michaels St. Ph. 2-3230 
1429 S. Monroe St. Ph. 2-1607 
Headquarters For Fishing Supplies AND FOR THAT SPECIAL TREAT 
RAINEY CAWTHON’S, INC. The Milk of Superior Flavor 
Goodyear: Tires—Tubes—Batteries BASSETT DAIRIES, INC. 
Monroe at Park Ave. Ph. 2-1862 1945 N. Monroe St. Ph. 2-4145 


Sponsored by the Above Tallahassee & Leon County Dealers and Services 





FoR THE ULTIMATE in luxury . . . for those who “Go 
First Class” ... its beautiful Paradise Point! These 
new and ultra-modern water-front homes are furn- 
ished in perfect taste. For unmatched recreation — 
swimming, hunting, fishing in a languid “South-Sea” 
atmosphere, come to Paradise Point! 

Nowhere can more fish be found — both salt water 
and fresh water —nor in greater variety. For the 
hunter there is some of the world’s best duck shoot- 
ing. The nearby forests and fields abound with deer, 


turkey, squirrel and quail. Boats and dependable, ex- 


perienced guides are available at reasonable rates. 
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FOTN JHE PARADE 1.0 


FLORIDA'S 
Crystal River, Florida 


NEWEST DISCOVERY 


... Por the finest FISHING aed HUNTING You Ever Wad/ 


ParaDIsE Pornt is just a few hours drive from any- 
where! Located at the headwaters of beautiful Crystal 
River, Paradise Point is midway down the Florida 
west coast — the sportsman’s land of dreams. 


For information or reservation, write, wire or phone. 


CRYSTAL RIVER, FLORIDA 








One mile south of the famous 
little town of Crystal River on 
fast, new U. S. Highway 19. 


THE LIBRARY 
STATE CAPITOL 
TALLAHASSEE, 


FLA. 


